3 killed in road accident 

(J.T .) — A road accident on the Zarqa-Jerash Highway 
“wtrttie town of Balaama on Saturday caused the death of three 
people^d the injury of several others, Jordan Television rep- 
The accident involved three care, a Mercedes, a BMW and 
tr H ck > according to Colonel Ahmad A1 Rifai, director 
hw a ■ “ e ? >aTt!ne atatMafiaq Governors te, who was quoted 

television. Col. Rifai said the Mercedes taxi was on its way 
w Jerash from Zanqa when it was hit on the side by a BMW car 
jjfathng towards Zarqa. He said both cars were running at very 
W speed and the BMW tried to overtake the other car when it 
side causing its driver to lose control over his vehicle and 
rsel of the road to hit an on-coming pick-up truck. The impact 
cau $ed the i mm ediate death of the taxi driver and two female 
occupants sitting next to him. Col. Rifai added. He said the 
passengers of all the care sustained injury and, some of them were 
seriously hurt. Col. Rifai blamed the accident on overepccding. 
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Goulding leaves after visit 

AMMAN (J .T.) — United Nations Assistant Secretary-General 
for Political Affair s Marrack Goulding left Amman on Saturday 
at the -end of a diree-day visit to Jordan during which he wd5 
received by His Majesty King Hussein and His Royal Highness 
' Down Prince Hassan. Mr. Gouldmg, who also met with Prime 
^Minister Zaid Rifai and Foreign Minister Taher A1 Masri dis- 
cussed Middle East developments. In a statement before dep- 
arture Mr. Goulding said that his talks here were valuable ami mat 
he intended to make other visits to Jordan. Mr. Goulding, who 
was accompanied by his assistant for political affairs Jean-Oaude 
Aime, is currently on a tour of the Middle East to familianse 
himself wife the situation in the region. He has already visited 
Lebanon and Israel. Foreign Ministry Secretary-General Tayseer 
Touqan and other minis try officials were at the airport to see off 
Mr. Goulding. 
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Cabinet grants 
JD 79,000 to 
sports organisations 


Ii, Mubarak to 
discuss Gulf war 


Fahd receives 
PLO chairman 


BAHRAIN (R) — King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia on Saturday rec- 
eived Yasser Arafat chairman of 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (FLO), who arrived .in 
Riyadh earlier in the day, the 
Saudi Press Agency reported. It 
sail fee meeting was also attended 
by Saudi Arabian foreign and inf- 
ormation ministers and the PLO 
representative in Riyadh, but gave 
no details. 


Waldheim papers 
missing in Vie nna 


VIENNA (R) — Most of the per- 
sonal file of former U.N. 
Secretary-General Kurt Wal- 
dheim, who has been accused on 
having once belonged to two Nazi 
organisations, is missing from the 
archives of the Austrian Foreign 
Ministry, a ministry spokesman 
said Sunday. The file is missing for 
fee period from 1945 to 1970, the 
spokesman said. He repeated a 
statement made on Friday by For- 
eign Minister Leopold Gratz that 
only a fragment of the file, from 
August 20, 1970 onwards, was 
available. 


Soviet deputy prime 
minister in Peking 


PEKING (AP) — The highest- 
ranking Soviet official to visit 
China in 15 months arrived on 
Saturday and told his hosts that 
the potential for cooperation bet- 
ween their two nations was “eno- 
rmous." Soviet First Deputy Pre- 
mier Ivan Arkhipov was heading a 
delegation attending the first mee- 
ting of the Chinese-Soviet com- 
mission on economic, trade, sci- 
entific and technological coo- 
peration. The Soviet officials visit 
was part of an improvement in rel- 
ations that picked up steam in 
December 1984. when Mr. Ark- 
hipov visited Peking and signed 
major economic agreements. 
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Swedes and world 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Cabinet 
on Saturday decided to allocate 
JD 79,000 to promote sports in 
the Kingdom. The decision came 
during a regular session of the 
Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai. The Cabinet decision, 
carried by the jfordanian News 
Agency, Petra, said the allocated 
sum wflj be distributed among var- 
ious sports clubs and org- 
anisations. 


leaders pay final 
tribute to Palme 


STOCKHOLM (Agencies) — Huge crowds 
of mourners bade farewell to murdered 
Prime Minister Olof Palme on Saturday 
after the world’s statesmen paid a final tri- 
bute to the Swedish leader who spent his life 
campaigning for peace. 


ALEXANDRIA (R) — Chinese 
President Li Xiannian and Egypt’s 
President Hosni Mubarak will dis- 
cuss joint efforts to bring the Gulf 
war to an aid when they meet in 
Cairo on Tuesday, Egypt's amb- 
assador to China said Saturday. 
Mr. Li arrived in this Med- 
iterranean port city on Friday for a 
three-day private stay. He flies to 
Cairo on Monday for a five-day 
visit, Ambassador Ahmad Abdul 
Wahab Selim told reporters the 
two leaders would review att- 
empts to end the Iran-Iraq war, 
efforts to boost the Middle East 
peace process and bilateral issues. 


The bells of all the city's chu- 
rches tolled as 100.000 Swedes 
stood in near-freezing tem- 
peratures to honour Mr. Palme, 
baring their heads as his simple 
white coffin was carried past. 
Many threw roses down as the cor- 
tege passed. 

The funeral brought together 
the leaders of a divided world for a 
civil funeral service in Sto- 
ckholm's city hall. At the Palme 
family's request it was punctuated 
wife light music and speeches that 
stressed hope rather than tragedy. 

US. Secretary of State George 
Shultz was placed between East 
German head of state Erich Hon- 
ecker and Presklent Samora Mac- 
hel of Mozambique. Prime Min- 
ister Shimon Peres of Israel sat 
almost behind Iranian Deputy 
Premier Alireza Moayeri. 

Mr. Shultz and Soviet Prime 
Mmister Nikolai Ryzhkov began 
talks at the Soviet embassy imm- 
ed lately after the ceremony as part 
of a fluny of diplomatic activity on 
the sidelines or the funeral (Story 
bdow)V 

Chief Chamhertam Prince Ra’d 
Ibn Zaid and Jordan’s Amb- 


assador to Bonn and Stockholm 
Sharif Fawwaz Sharaf represented 
His Majesty King Hussein at the 
funeral. Prtace Ra’d and Sharif 
Fawwaz conveyed to King Gustav 
and the people of Sweden con- 
dolences of King Hussein and the 
people at Jordan. 

King Gustav received at the 
royal palace Prince Ra’d and Sha- 
rif Fawwaz and conveyed to them 
hte thanks and that of the Swedidi 
people to Kmg Hussein for his true 
feefc . sgs of condolence expressed by 
the King in a telephone call to King 
Gustav an March 1. Sharif Faw- 
waz told journalists that Che King, 
government and people of Jordan 
were deeply saddened bythelossof 
Mr. Palme. 

He also said that Sweden has off- 
ered prominent world figures, 
such as Mr. Palme, who carried 
noble principles to serve humanity 
and world peace. 


Swedish officials present at the 
ceremony did not follow Mr. 
Palme to his grave. 

A huge sea of red trade union 
banners hung wife black crepe 
swayed through the streets in a 
tribute from the ruling Social 
Democratic Party and the labour 
movement with which all of Mr. 
Palme's political life had been ass- 
ociated. 


Olaffte 


The procession passed the 
ochre-coloured cabinet office 
from where Mr. Palme governed 
Sweden for almost 11 of the last 
17 years and where be was wor- 
king only a few hours before he 
was shot while walking borne wife 
his wife on Feb. 28. 

As twilight fell, Mr. Palme's cof- 
fin was lowered into a grave in a 
small churchyard almost opposite 
the spot where he was ass- 


assinated. Police kept the public 
away and rally the family and a 


handful of invited guests were pre- 
sent. 


Eight royal life guards preceded 
the long funeral cortege beating 
muffled drums. The family rode in 
a black limousine immediately' 
behind fee coffin, but most of the 
more than 500 world leaders and 


At the graveside. Stockholm 
Bishop Krister Stendhal, a per- 
sonal friend of Mr. Palme, read a 
lesson from the 13th chapter of 
Saint Paul's First Epistle to the 
Corinthians: • - 

“And though I have the gift of 
prophecy and understand all mys- 
teries and all knowledge and too-, 
ugh I have.all faith sq. mat I could 
remove mountains, and I have not 
charity, I am -nothing.”' ' 

On the other side qf Sto- 
ckholm's sveavagen thoroughfare 


Iraq reports continued air raids, Shultz, 


says Iranian bridge destroyed 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraq 
said on Saturday its warplanes and 
helicopter guns hips continued 
bombing raids on Iranian pos- 
itions at Fao in Iraq's sou- 
thernmost comer. 

Baghdad radio added that Iraqi 
naval vessels shelled and des- 
troyed a recently completed bri- 
dge near the Iranian city of Aba- 
dan on the Shatt AJ Arab wat- 
erway north of the Fao Peninsula. 

Iran indirectly denied on Sat- 
urday thatits forces lost to the Ira- 
qis recently captured strategic 
heights northeast of the Iraqi pro- 
vincial capital of Suleymaniyeh. 

A military communique carried 
by Iran's official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) said Ira- 
nians consolidated their “def- 
ence lines in fee northwestern 
operational theatre." 

The “northwestern operational 
theatre” was a reference to fee 
Chwarta region in fee northern 
sector of the Iran-Iraq battlefronL 
The Iranians launched a new off- 


ensive on fee area on Feb. 24, 
occupying two strategic mou- 
ntains and six lesser heights. 

Iraq announced ou Friday that 
its forces expelled the Iranians 
from fee entire Chwarta region, 
wiping out six Iranian brigades 
and “leaving not a -single Iranian 
soldier on Iraqi soil" in toe area. 

No other major battlefront dev- 
elopments were reported by either 
warring side Saturday in toe sou- 
thern front where Iran launched 
another offensive across Shatt A1 
Arab on Feb. 9. 

In Doha meanwhile, British 
Foreign Office Minister of State 
Timothy Renton said Britain 
would extend military help to 
Kuwait if asked in the event of a 
spillover of the Iran-Iraq war into 
Kuwaiti territoiy. 

He told a news conference: 
“Kuwait knows that were she to 
ask for specific military equ- 
ipment... or military assistance... 
we would consider such a request 
quickly and sympathetically.’' 


But Mr. Renton, who was flying 
from Qatar to toe United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) on Saturday on 
toe third and final leg of a Gulf 
tour, said Britain so far had not 
received any such request. 

He said he believed Kuwait was 
acting with great restraint and cir- 
cumspection, adding “Kuwait sees 
toe need not to take any steps that 
could worsen the situation.” 

Iran’s latest offensive into sou- 
thern Iraq brought its troops wit- 
hin sight of toe Kuwaiti border. 

Mr. Renton, who arrived in 
Qatar from Bahrain cm Thursday, 
said without mentioning Iran that 
Britain deplored the latest off- 
ensive in the 5 Vi -year-old war. 

“Our view is that we consider 
any extension of toe war into nei- 
ghbouring countries with very, 
very great concern indeed,” he 
added. 

In Qatar, he chaired a meeting 
of British diplomatic heads in toe 
Gulf and Arabian peninsula. 

VS. warns Iran, page 2 


Ryzhkov 
fail to 


reach 


accord 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Top-level 
US. and Soviet officials ended 
lengthy talks on Saturday in app- 
arent stark disagreement on key 
issues currently dividing the sup- 


erpowers. 

US. Secretary of State George 
Shultz, readme from notes agreed 


TASS describes U.S. nuclear 


offer as propaganda manoeuvre 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The off- 
icial Soviet news agency TASS ou 
Saturday dismissed President 
Ronald Reagan's offer to share 
nuclear test monitoring tec- 
hnology as a political manoeuvre 
to avoid giving a straight answer to 
Moscow’s test ban proposal. 

In the first reaction from Mos- 
cow, TASS said the offer was very 
limited. It also rejected, as a "fam- 
iliar propaganda ghnmkk,” toe 
proposal that Soviet scientists 
should be sent to observe the next 
US. test. 

Mr. Reagan on Friday offered 
in a letter to Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev to share wife Moscow 
new US, technology which would 
allow both countries to verify 
cony fiance wife treaties limiting 
nuclear testing. 

The US. move came one day 
after the Soviet Union had ext- 
ended its seven-month-old uni- 
lateral moratorium on nuclear 
explosions and reiterated calls for 
Washington to join it in neg- 
otiating a multilateral test ban. 

TASS said Moscow was in fav- 
our of monitormg as a means of 
ending nuclear tests, but not as a 
substitute for a ban. “Dis- 
armament without monitormg is 
impossible, but monitoring wit- 
hout disarmament is mea- 


ningless,” it said. 
The U.S. prop 


The U.S. proposal only con- 
cerned technical aspects of ver- 
ification and unratified treaties on 
limiting nuclear testing dating 
from 1974 and 1976, '"die Soviet 
agency said. 

“This proposal... has proved, in 
the opinion of political observers, 
to be a new US. administration 
political manoeuvre aimed at eva- 
ding a concrete answer to the Sov- 
iet Union's proposal on ending all 
midear testing,” it said. 

The White House statement 
had inylied that a new US. nuc- 
lear test would be held in the third 
week cf April, TASS said, adding 
that toe offer to send observers 
was aimed at camouflaging US. 
opposition to a total ban oq nuc- 
lear tests. 

Mr. Reagan says toe United 
States has to continue its testing 
progr amme to “catch up 1 ’ with 
Soviet weapons modernisation 
and to main tain the reliability and 
credibility of toe American det- 
errent. 

The United States has Iong cited 

problems in verifying fee size of 
underground nudear tests as a 
reason for not seeking ratification 
of the 1974 Threshold Test Ban 


Treaty (PNET). 

Both treaties bar nudear exp- 
losions of more than 150 kilotons, 
or the equivalent erf 150,000 tons 
of TNT. 

In announcing the offer to the' 
Soviet Union on Saturday, Mr. 
Reagan said the question of lim- 
iting nuclear testing had been the 
subject of a special cor- 
respondence between himself and 
Mr. Gorbachev. 


“In making this offer, I made* 
dear to General Secretary Gor- 
bachev that if we could reach agr- 
eement on die use of an effective 
verifica tion system... to verify the 
TTBT, I would be prepared to 
move fo rward ou ratification of 
both the TTBT and PNET," Mr. 


1976 Peaceful Nuclear Explosi 


Mr. Reagan and Mr. Gorbachev 
are due to have their second sum- 
mit in the United States this year 
but Mr. Gorbachev has seemed to 
link fee meeting to progress on 
anm control. No summit date has 
been set 

By bolding out the possibility erf 
movementon the two test treaties, 
Mr. Reagan might mollify con- 
gressional critics who have called 
for ratification of the pacts and 
open a door to an accord that 
could meet Mr. Gorbachev’s req- 
uirements for the summit 



Shultz, reading from notes agreed 
with Soviet Prime Mmister Nik- 
olai Ryfekov, told reporters the 
two sides had "very frank talks” 
— the usual diplomatic term for 
blunt disagreement. 

Mr. Ryzhkov stood grim-faced 
at Mr. Shultz’s side during a brief 
joint news conference at the Sov- 
iet embassy, where the two men 
met for nearly two hours, twice as 
long as scheduled. 

The Soviet official said toe 
Kremlin expects Washington to 
make toe next move on a mid ear 
test ban and other problems. 

Mr. Shultz said he and Mr. Ryz- 
hkov came |p no conclusions on 
either of toe main topics they dis- 
cussed — reducing stocks of int- 
ermediate nuclear weapons and 
the qiHestions of nudear tests. 

Mr. Shultz also suggested there 
had been no progress on setting a 
date for a second summit between 
President Reagan and Soviet lea- 
der Mikhail Gorbachev. 

"We both expect this discussion 
wil] continue,” Mr. Shultz said, 
but refused to elaborate. 

Another round of high-level 
talks after the Palme memorial 
service brought together West 
German Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
and East German Communist 
leader Erich Honecker. 

But there was no word on whe- 
ther they set a date for Mr. Hon-- 
ecker to visit Boon, a planned trip 
that is reported to have incurred 
Kremlin displeasure. 

Israeli Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres briefly met Mr. Shultz, Dr. 
Kohl and French President Fra- 
ncois Mitterrand. The US. sec- 
retary also had a meeting wife 
Zambian President Kenneth 
Kaunda, representing an array of 
black African government off- 
icals and .anti-apartheid leaders. 

Su mmi ng up njg meeting with 
Mr. Ryzhkov, Mr. Shultz said they 
"didn’t really focus” on an exp- 
ected meeting this spring between 
himself and Soviet Foreign Min- 
ister Eduard Shevardnadze to 
work out details of fee 1986 
Reagan-Gorbachev summit. 




Yamani warns Britain of ‘disaster’ 


in absence of cooperation in pricing 


By Gordon Brooke-Shepherd 


Deputy Editor, 

The Sunday Telegraph 
Special to fee Jordan Times 
and AlRa’i 


hundreds of mourners gathered at 
a flower-covered shnne where 
Mr. Palme fell. A sweet scent of 
roses filled the winter air. 

Police helicopters ho we red 
above fee city centre as the funeral 
procession wound its way along an 
S-shaped route. 

Aside from scores of bhie and 
yellow Swedish flags fluttering at 
half-mast, it was a grey day in Sto- 
ckholm —overcast, wife grit from 
fee winter’s snows underfoot. 

Thousands of uniformed and 
plainclothes police patrolled fee 
city hall and the funeral route (See 
page 8). - 

Police are holding a 32-year-old 
Swedish rightwinger on suspicion 
of involvement in the murder, but 
no formal charges have been laid 
against him so far, and inv- 
estigators said on Friday that the 
bunt for the assassin was con- 
tinuing. 

At fee world tribute to Mr. 
Palme before the burial, Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
drew a parallel between Mr. 
Palme and his mother, Indira, who 
was shot by bodyguards in 1984. 

“Is it not ironical that both Ind- 
ira. .Gandhi and .Olof Palme, who 
both fought for justice and peace, 

in a departure from his prepared? 
speech.. 


ON THE EYE of his crisis mee- 
ting in Geneva, Sheikh Ahmad 
Zaki Yamani. the Saudi Arabian 
oil mmister, has warned Britain 
that unless it cooperates in con- 
trolling world prices “disaster lies 
ahead for which your country 
would bear fee lion’s share of the 
blame.” And. despite the negative 
responses which continue to come 
out of London, Sheikh Yamani 
issued another fervent appeal for 
Britain to stop standing aside, nur- 
sing its national interests, and join 
in the efforts Saudi Arabia is lea- 
ding to discipline the chaotic ene- 
rgy markets. 

The warning and the appeal 
were made during a wide-ranging 
exclusive interview I had with the 
minister at his office in Riyadh. I 
asked Sheikh Yamani to spell out, 
in layman's terms, what precisely 
be meant by his talk of “disaster 
ahead”. 


Sheflch Ahmad Zaki Yamani 


“I mean, quite simply, that in 
the future the ofi that toe world 
now has is enough for a few dec- 
ades — in your case for less. We- 
must all continue drilling and exp- 
loring and searching for alt- 
ernative sources, and for that we 
need money, we need revenue or 
we shall find ourselves without 
oil,” Sheikh Yamani said. “Look, 
the Jast two crises of 1973 and 
1979 were political, and we could 
surmount 'them because we had 


resources. But now we face a {Hire 
energy crisis for we 3 re dim- 
inishing those resources fast. 
Some fields in the U 5 . are starting 
to dose down with a loss already 
of 1 & million barrels a day. Those 
fields are being lost forever, as are 
some in Canada. 

“In your own North Sea, output 
is declining by 20 per cent a year. 
Some bigger Texaco fields are 
shutting down, and at current oQ 
prices, which have gone down by 
half over the last few months, 
there will be a question mark over 
several of your smaller companies 
by the end of the summer. You 
must invest and not just extract at 
any price. I tell you: If you do not 
take the decision, nature will take 
it for you.” 

Surely, I asked, there was more 
to this doomsday scenario than 
mother nature, and also som- 
ething more imminent. 

“There certainly is,” Sheikh 
Yamani replied. “We are now fac- 
ing a very grave situation in some 
OPEC countries — I will not men- 
tion: names, but you can probably 


(Continued on page 3) 


Mediator returns to Pans 


with plan over hostage crisis 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — The com- 
plex hostage crisis in Lebanon sta- 
yed deadlocked on Saturday, cas- 
ting its shadow over toe final cou- 
ntdown to French parfiamentary 
elections. . 

On the eye of polfing, there was 
no fresh news of progress by ape- 
-cial eaVoys- trying to- secure the 
release of French hostages held by 
militant groups here. 

Mediator Razab Raad left 
Damascus for Paris by private jet, 
saying he would report to French 
authorities on Ms bid to save the 
hostages' lives. 

The Lebanese-born physician, 
who is standing as a right-wing 
candidate in the elections, said his 
mission did not cover a four-man 
French television crew kidnapped 
a week ago. 

A claim issued Friday night by a 
previously unknown group to be 
holding the four men farther com- 
plicated a spate of statements iss- 
ued by militants over the fate of 
nine French citizens, missing bel- 
ieved kidnapped in Lebanon. 

The “Revolutionaiy Justice 
Organisation 1 ’ said it abducted toe 
team from the Antenoe-2 tel- 


evision network a week ago as a 
warning to Paris to “stop any mfl- 
itaiy intervention in Lebanon.” 

The statement, delivered to an 
international news agency here, 
was accompanied by photocopies 
of the identify cards of two of the 
French television journalists sei- 
zed at gunpoint on the outskirts of - 
Beirut, r* 

Dr. Raad appeared to be .con- 
centrating his efforts on diplomats 
Marcel C.-Jton and Marcel Fon- 
taine, snatched almost a year ago, 
and journalist Jean-Paul Kau- 
ffinann, seized last May. 

Islamic Jihad issued a video film 
of the three men on Thursday in 
which they each made moving 
appeals to France to help secure 
their freedom. 

"It is absolutely necessaiy that 
toe French government takes a 
sympathetic interest in our fate 
and acts as soon as possible,” Mr. 
Carton said. 

A ninth missing French national 
is Lebanese-born Florence Raad, 
30, who disappeared in May last 
year. She is not related to the 
French mediator. 

In Paris. Iraq's ambassador to 


France broughtfresh hopes for the 
speedy release of three French 
hostages in Lebanon by ann- 
ouncing that two Iraqi dissidents 
- linked to their plight would be 
flown from Baghdad to Paris sho- 
rtly. ... ... 

Ambassador Mohammad Sadiq 
AJ Mascbat said on a French radio 
network that President Saddam 
Hussein had agreed to return the 
two to France in a few days. 

The shadowy Islamic Jihad org- 
anisation last week gave France 
until Sunday to “recover" the 
pair, who were expelled from 
Paris on Feb. 19 in what officials 
have said was an administrative 
bungle. 

Islamic Jihad, which last week 
announced the “execution” of 
Michel Seurat, one of four hos- 
tages it was bolding, said it would 
kill a second Frenchman if Paris 
failed to comply with the ult- 
imatum and obtain the return of 
Hamza Fawzi AJ Kuba’i and 
Mohammad Hassan Kjair A1 Din. 

The two Iraqis were reported 
Saturday to be living with their 
families in Iraq without any res- 
trictions. 


Thousands defy S. African 
regime at mass funeral 


Soyuz 
docks with 


GUGULETU, South Africa 
(Agencies) — Thousands of mou- 
rners burying seven suspected 
guerrillas shouted and sang sup- 
port for toe African National 
Congress (ANC) on Saturday, 
defying official restrictions on the 
funeral and attacking the gov- 
ernment in speeches. 

"The black has become like an 
angiy elephant ” Methodist priest 
Wesley Mabuza told toe cheering 
crowd in a sports stadium in Cape 
Town’s Guguletu township. 

“Our patience is exhausted. We 
have been waiting too long... we 
are being killed every day." 

Police kept watch on fee gat- 
hering from a helicopter and arm- 
oured personnel carriers stood 
ready at nearby police stations. 

The seven dead, whose coffins 
were draped wife ANC flags, were 


killed by the police in an ambush 
in Guguletu on March 3. 

A local magistrate, citing sec- 
urity risks, paced several res- 
trictions on Saturday's funeral, 
including a ban on pamphlets, 
banners and political speeches. 

All the restrictions were defined 
by the crowd, who waved banners 
or fee ANC, which is sworn to the 
violent overthrow of South Afr- 
ica’s white-dominated gov- 
ernment, and the South African 
Communist party, both outlawed 
organisations. 

“ Unban the ANC — forward to 
socialism,'' read one placard. 

A priest, Jerry Mosala, toU the 
crowd: “The people of this cou- 
ntry will be free.” 


space 

station 


5 killed in violence at goldmine, 
page 8. 


1 killed, 100 trapped in 
Singapore hotel collapse 


SINGAPORE (AP) — A six- 
storey hotel collapsed on Sat- 
urday, killing at least one person 
and tra p p ing about 100 o there, 
officials said. Hundreds of wor- 
kers were trying to rescue sur- 
vivors from fee rubble. 

Lim Siam Kim, director of fee 
Ministry of Home Affairs, told a 
news conference feat fee dead 
man was a Chinese whose body 
still was buried in the debris of the 
67-room Hotel New World. 


He said those trapped included 
16 staffers erf the Industrial and 
Commercial Bank, which had a 
branch on die hold’s ground 
floor. 

Mr. Lim said seven people had 
been rescued. la addition, one 
woman who was still trapped was 
being fed glucose and a second* 


trapped woman was in voice con- 
tact with rescuers, he said. 

Those rescued included one 
Chinese man, one Indian man and 
five Indian women, Mr. Lim said. 

He told reporters earlier, "We 
are using whatever up-to-date 
machinery (we have), including 
sensitive microphones, in the res- 
cue efforts.” 

There was no immediate word 
on what caused fee collapse of the 
boteL About 500 workers were 
trying- to clear away concrete, 
brides and pillars that formed a 
* pile about 25 metres hi g h. 

Mr. Lim said police, armed for- 
ces members, public works dep- 
artment workers and civil defence 
forces would continue rescue 
work through fee night. 


MOSCOW (R) — Two Soviet 
cosmonauts on Saturday docked 
their spaceship Soyuz T-15 wife 
the orbiting station MIR two days 
after blasting off from earth, Sov- 
iet Ttelevision said. 

Mission commander Leonid 
KLrim, 44, and engineer Vla dimir 
Solovyov handled the final app- 
roach themselves, rounding the 
station to latch onto the main doc- 
king port at 1338 GMT. 

Cosmonaut Alexander Ale- 
xandrov, one of the reserve team, 
told an Interviewer at mission con- 
trol centre in Kazakhstan that tile 
operation went so smoothly that 
fee two craft came together sev- 
eral minutes ahead of schedule. 

“The crew fulfilled their task 
brilliantly," he said. 

Mr.Kiziraand Mr, Solovyov are 
the first cosmonauts to visit MER, 
which is due eventually to become 
the core of a permanently- 
manned giant space laboratory. 

The Kremlin gave unusual pub- 
licity to Thursday's launch of 
Soyuz, which came just over six 
weeks after die deaths of seven 
US . astronauts in fee shuttle Cha- 
llenger disaster. 

The lift-off from the Baikonur 
launching-site was announced in 
advance and shown live on tel- 
evision. 

In a further display of con- 
■fidence, Soviet space controllers 
announced the doddng on Sat- 
urday in a live broadcast from mis- 
sion control centre^. 

The programme for Mr. Kirim 
and Mr. Solovyov, who wife a 
third cosmonaut hold the space 
endurance record erf 238 days, has 
not been made public. 













2 Homg - Middle East news 

U.S. warns Iran not 
to expand Gulf war 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — U.S. State Department 
Spokesman Bernard KaJb bas warned that any exp- 
ansion of the Gulf war between Iran and Iraq to 
other Arab states in the region would constitute “a 
major threat to U.S. interests.” 


"The Iranians have made no 
secret of their campaign to int- 
imidate moderate Gulf Arab sta- 
tes." the spokesman said. “On 
Wednesday, for example. Kamal 
Kharrazi. the chief of Iran's War 
Information Headquarters, war- 
ned the Arab states to curtail their 
support for Iraq or. in his words, 
"we shall naturally choose the mil- 
itary option.” 

"Kharrazi thus not only rep- 
eated the longstanding Iranian 
goal of overthrowing the Iraqi 
leadership, but he also explicitly 
warned that Iran would not hes- 
itate to extend the conflict to neu- 
tral states in the Gulf region in 
support of that effort," Mr. Kalb 
said. 

"The United States has con- 
sistently urged the earliest pos- 
sible end to the Iran-Iraq war in a 
manner that will preserve the sov- 
ereignty and territorial integrity of 
both Iran and Iraq. We have str- 
essed that expansion of the con- 
flict elsewhere in the Gulf region 
would be a major threat to U.S. 


interests." the spokesman dec- 
lared. 

*' It is this danger chat was the 
major factor that prompted the 
timing of the administration’s not- 
ification of our intent to sell mis- 
siles to Saudi Arabia. The sale 
would be a strong signal of U.S. 
determinatioo to support regional 
self-defence and of US. opp- 
osition to any expansion of the 
war. Saudi Arabia is the key to 
collective defence of the pen- 
insula." he said. 

Mr. Kalb said the Reagan adm- 
inistration would closely study a 
just-released United Nations rep- 
on which claims that Iraq rep- 
eatedly used the chemical weapon 
Mustard Gas in its six-year-war 
against Iran. 

"At first glance, the U.N.'s con- 
clusions do' seem to accord with 
our own on this issue,” the spo- 
kesman said. “We welcome the 
active role that the secretary gen- 
eral has taken in ascertaining the 
facts rela ting to this grave matter. 
As you know, we' have con- 


sistently condemned die use of 
chemical weapons in this conflict. 
Such use is a serious violation of 
international law and threatens- 
the efforts of many decades to ban 
this form of warfare. The use of 
chemical weapons in recent years 
is a matter ot grave concern and 
underscores the urgency of cur- 
bing proliferation . 

“The honors of this conflict 
underscore the necessity of ending 
this useless struggle. Regrettably. 
Iran has rebuffed the efforts of 
many in the international com- 
munity to bring the fighting to an 
end,” Mr. Kalb said. "We repeat 
our call for the earliest possible 
termination of hostilities.” 

The spokesman said he was 
unable to spell out what dip- 
lomatic undertakings may be und- 
erway between the United States 
and Iraq in connection with the 
use of chemical weapons. “Iraq 
certainly knows the U JS. view, but 
beyond that. I have nothing to 
offer.” Mr. KaJb said. 

U.N. investigators have claimed 
"significant new evidence” that 
Iraq recently used chemical wea- 
pons in its war against Iran. 

The investigators claimed that 
the main chemical used was mus- 
tard gas and said that on some 
occasions nerve gas was also used. 


Kuwait to set up AIDS research centre 


KUWAIT f R > — ■ Kuwait in col- 
laboration with the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), will this 
year set up one of three AIDS res- 
earch centres planned for the 
Middle and Near East. 

Dr. Kazera Behbehani. who 
organised the first Middle East 
conference on AIDS (Aquired 
Immune Deficiency Syndrome > 
here last month, under the aus- 
pices of the Health Ministry and 
WHO. told Reuters the other 
venues had yet to be officially 
named. 

An action plan produced at the 
conference stressed a need to pre- 
vent the incurable and often fatal 
disorder taking root in the 
mainly- Muslim Eastern Med- 
iterranean region, spanning 20 
North African and Eastern 'cou- 
ntries from Tunisia to Pakistan. 

In the Islamic World, only two 
cases are known to have been off- 
icially acknowledged — by Saudi 
Arabia. Both were blamed on 
blood transfusions. 


Since AIDS was first identified 
in 1981 some 20,000 cases have 
been registered worldwide, 
three-quarters of them in the Uni- 
ted States. 

AIDS, which destroys the' 
body's immune system, is found 
mostly among homosexuals, but 
also attacks intravenous drug 
users and blood transfusion rec- 
ipients. 

Dr. Behbehani said there were 
no firm figures for AIDS in the 
Eastern Yfediterranean. “Off- 
icially we don’t know-. There have 
been five or six reported in the 
newspapers." 

A reluctance, eveident in most 
parts of the world, to disclose the 
presence of AIDS and a lack of 
scientific know-how- and facilities 
needed to pinpoint it in imo- 
verished TTiird World countries 
were largely to blame. 

"In some countries, like Afg- 
hanistan for example, they have 
no way of testing. They don't 
know.” he remarked. 


Dr. Behbehani said government 
inhibitions over registering known 
.AIDS cases with WHO — because 
of the stigma attached to its pri- 
mary mode of infection — should 
disappear once it becomes acc- 
epted that strict adherence to the 
Islamic faith rules out hom- 
osexuality as the root cause in this 
region. 

Blood transfusions and the use 
of unsterilised syringes in medical 
treatment were identified at last 
month's conference as the most 
dangerous AIDS hazards in the 
area, he said. 

"Some of these countries are so 
poor that they have to keep using 
these instruments over and over 
and over again,” he said. 

The conference proposed saf- 
eguards to protect blood and 
blood products, inciudinga halt on 
blood imports, limits on the use of 
blood in medical therapy. scr : 
eenmg of blood banks and a baron* 
high risk groups donating blood, 
he said. 


Qatar to hold 1st post-independence census 


DOHA f R i — Qatar's first official 
census since independence from 
Britain in 1971 begins Sunday, 
with 1 .000 workers employed to 
carry out a 10-day count. 

All i 1 .437 square kilometres of 
the Gulf state will be covered. 

The work is being supervised by 
the Central Statistical Org- 
anisation (CSO). a cabinet body 
established in 1980. Results will 
be announced by mid-April. 

CSO Director-General Moh- 
ammad Mayouf Al Nuairui told 
Reuters preparations for the 
count began last October with cla- 
ssification and calculation of hou- 
sing units. 

He said the CSO had sought 
help from the United Nations, the 


US. Census Bureau and other 
Gulf Arab states. 

"The census aims to define and 
study the social, economic and 
demographic aspects of the state 
in order to help planning, facilitate 
development, improve services 
and determine the people's 
needs." Mr. Nuaimi said. 

Qatari adults temporarily abr- 
oad will be counted through 
Qatari embassies and students 
through their families at home. 

The General Command of the 
Armed Forces and the Interior 
Ministry are helping with the 
count in inaccessible areas such as 
army and police camps as well as 
prisons. 

The CSO ran a nation-wide 


media campaign leading up to 
zero hour, midnight Saturday 
(2100 GMT), urging the pop- 
ulation to cooperate to make the 
census a success. 

Forms in Arabic and Egnlish 
will record data on family num- 
bers, nationality, occupation, edu- 
cation and dates of birth. 

Previous unofficial estimates of 
the population erf the oil-rich nat- 
ion. which has one of the world’s 
highest per capita incomes at aro- 
und i 2 9.000 a year, have ranged 
around 257,000. 

Only some 25 to 30 per cent are 
thought to be indigenous Qataris, 
the remainder being migrant wor- 
kers — mostly from Asia and 
other Arab states. 


U.S. says 
France 
failed 
to arrest 
TWA 
hij acker 

WASHINGTON (R) — France 
failed to act on a U.S. request to 
arrest a Lebanese Shiite accused 
of masterminding the hijacking of 
a Trans World Airlines flight to 
Beirut last June. Justice Dep- 
artment sources have said. 

They said France was asked to 
detain and prosecute the terrorist 
suspect. I mad Mughniyah. late 
last year after US. intelligence 
officials learned that he was pla- 
nning to enter France. 

The sources said French agents 
saw the suspect, a member of a 
radical group, but did Dot arrest 
him. His current whereabouts are 
unknown. 

The sources were unable to say 
why the French failed to act. but 
the New York Times Friday quo- 
ted Reagan administration off- 
icials assaying the French decision 
not to make file arrest was pro- 
bably based on Paris' continuing 
diplomatic efforts to gain the rel- 
ease of four French hostages in 
Lebanon. 

A grand jury in Washington alr- 
eady has indicted three Lebanese 
Shi'ites thought to be responsible 
for the 17-day hijacking of TWA 
flight 847. during whit* 39 hos- 
tages were held and alii navy 
diver. Robert Stetham. was mur- 
dered. 

A ires t warrants and criminal 
complaints were issued for the 
three accused hijackers, identified 
in court documents as Mohammad 
Ha made. Ali Atweh and Hasan 
IzzakJin. 

FAU 

optimistic on 

agricultural 

progress 

ISTANBUL (R) — Agricultural 
progress in the Islamic World is 
possible despite jyars, civil unrest 
and natural- disasters, a United 
Nations official said Saturday. 

"Islamic countries, individually 
and collectively, have a large unt- 
apped potential for improving 
their food security and for enh- 
ancing the contribution of agr- 
iculture to their growth," Eduard 
Sauma. director-general of the 
UJ9. Food and Agriculture Org- 
anisation (FAO), said. 

He told the second ministerial 
conference on food security and 
agricultural development of the 
Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC) that agriculture had 
been adversely affected in some 
countries. 

"A number of member states 
have suffered serious civil unrest, 
wars and natural disasters such as 
droughts and floods." be said in a 
written statement. But he added 
that many OIC member states had 
demonstrated these problems 
were not insurmountable. 


S. Union, Cuba and Ethiopia accused 
of supplying arms to Sudanese rebels 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — A 
leading Sudanese political com- 
mentator accused the Soviet 
Union, Cuba and Ethiopia Sat- 
urday of providing Modern wea- 
pons and aircraft to southern Sud- 
anese rebels. 

Mohammad Al Hassan Ahmad, 
a confidant of both the cabinet and 
the r uling T ransi tio na l Military 
Cduncfl (TMC), made the charges 
in the daily Al Sahafa newspaper, 
and also raid the rebel force was 
now estimated at about 40,000 
men. 

The London-based Int- 
ernational Institute for Strategic 
Studies gives the size of Sudan’s 
regular army as 53,000 men. 

Mr. Ahmad accused the United 
States of slowing down imp- 
lementation of its military com- 
mitments to Sudan and of refusing 
to deliver promised aircraft 
“under the pretext that such equ- 
ipment would be used against Chr- 
istians in the country’s southern 
region.” 

He said some aircraft had been 
sent to the United States for ove- 
rhaul and bad not been returned 
despite the expiry of the repair 
deadline. 

“The United States has politely 
and cleverly apologised for failing 
to carry out its military com- 
mitments because the adm- 
inistration is pressed by Congress 
not to deliver arms,” Mr. Ahmad 
said. 

He also accused Britain and 


France of adopting the saute pol- 
icy and said “Britain has refused 
to maintain Sudanese aircraft bec- 
ause of pressure tty parliament.’' 

France, on the other hand, had 
agreed with file rebels that they 
would not destroy the Jonglei 
Canal Irrigation Project, co- 
financed by France, in exchange 
for denying military assistance to 
government troops. 

Mr. Ahmad said southern rebel 
leader John Garang was also rec- 
eiving substantial aid from Israel 
and church groups. 

He said it was absurd to say that 
Sudan wanted to impose Islam on 
the Christian southerners and 
wondered about the real motives 
behind “this East-West col- 
laboration against Sudan.” 

He said a call by Col. Garang for 
a “Sudanese identity” unrelated 
to either .Arabs or Africans was a 
plot to destroy Sudan's Islamic 
conception and Arab com- 
mitment. “This is exactly what the 
East. West and Israel are wan- 
ting.” he said. 

Turning to Arab countries, Mr. 
Ahmad accused them of either 
adopting a neutral stand or pro- 
viding very little assistance, des- 
pite their big arsenals. 

"The Arabs are giving us pro- 
mises and defending os by lau- 
nching a war of words.” he said. 

Meanwhile Sudan's deputy 
premier blamed the continuing 
rebellion in the south on the tra- 
nsitional government’s failure to 


abandon policies of ousted Pre- 
sident Jaafar Numeiri. 

“The wrong policies adopted by 
the defunct regime regarding 
south Sudan are still valid.” Sam- 
uel Aru told the official Sudan 
News Agency (SUNA). “That’s 
why the civil war is still going on.’ 

SUNA distributed the interview 
on Saturday. 

The comments by the deputy 
prime minis ter, irrigation min i s ter 
and head of file South Sudan Pol- 
itical A sso ciation were the first by 
a ranking cabinet member app- 
ortioning blame for continued fig- 
hting to the new regime. 

Mr. Aru specified two of Nura- 
eir? s still-valid acts as reasons that 
the rebels of Col. Garang have not 
Laid down their arms: IBs division 
of the south into three provinces 
and his nationwide imposition of 
an Islamic -based legal code. _ 

"The division of die South into 
provinces led to tensions in file 
region.” Mr. Aru said, adding that 
peace can come only by "app- 
lication of the Addis Ababa acc- 
ord without any amendment." 

The reference was to a pact 
Numeiri signed in the Ethiopian 
capital in 1 972. It ended an earlier 
southern revolt by promising to 
keep the predominantly non- 
Muslim south as one political unit 
with substantial autonomy, rec- 
eiving more development funds 
from the central government, tra- 
ditionally dominated by Muslim 
northerners. 


U.S. announces exercises off Libya 

challenged the American aircraft. 

Washington, which charges that 
Col. Qadhafi “sponsors and sup- 
ports international terrorism.” 
has said it is holding the man- 
oeuvres to show its determination 
to use international airspace and 
waters. 

The already cool relations bet- 
ween the United States and Libya 
have deteriorated further since 
the Dec. 27 attacks on the Rome 
and Vienna airports which killed 
20 people, five of them Ame- 
ricans. 

Col. Qadhafi has denied res- 
ponsibility for the airport attacks 
and warned that any attack on his 
country by the United States wall 
result in a major war in the region. 


WASHINGTON (R) — In a con- 
tinuing war of nerves with Libyan 
leader Mnammar Qadhafi. the 
United States has announced that 
American navy warships and pla- 
nes will conduct weekend Med- 
iterranean manoeuvres north of 
Libya. 

The third such exercises erf this 
year will involve fighter jets from 
the aircraft carriers Saratoga and 
Coral Sea and were to begin at 7 
a.m. EST (1200 GMT) on Sat- 
urday. the Pentagon said. 

They will end at 7 :59 p.m. EST 
on Sunday (0059 GMT Monday). 

In the two previous exercises. 
US. ships and planes patrolled the 
northern edge of the Gulf of Sirte 


but did not cross a “hne of death” 
drawn by Col. Qadhafi north of 
Sirte, which he claims as Libyan 
territory. 

The United States disputes that 
claim and has recently amassed a 
fleet of nearly 30 warships in the 
Mediterranean, including the two 
aircraft carriers. 

The aircraft carrier America 
and 10 other navy ships left east 
coast ports last week for the Med- 
iterranean where the United Sta- 
tes will then have three carriers for 
a short period before the Saratoga 
heads back to the United States. 

In 1981. two F-14 navy earner 
jets shot down two Soviet-built 
SU-22 Libyan jets over the Gulf 
of Sirte after the Libyan planes 




‘Economic success’ reportedly provoked Likud infighting 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — Isr- 
ael's "impressive economic ach- 
ievements" are responsible for the 
bitter infighting now plaguing the 
country's right-wing Likud coa- 
lition, the New York Times said 
Saturday. 

When the coalition govern mem 
of Labour Prune Minister Shimon 
Peres and Likud Foreign Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir came to power in 
1984. conventional wisdom pre- 
dicted that paralyse would result, 
the newspapersaid in an editorial. 

But Israel’s inflation rate has 
dropped from 400 per cent to 25 
per cent over the past six months, 
and prices actually fell in January 
under an austerity programme, it 
said. 

Now that imminent economic 
disaster has passed, political amb- 
itions formerly submerged for the 
common good have reappeared 
within the Likud coalition as Sha- 
mir prepared to switch posts with 


Labour's Peres in October. 

‘"On the verge of faking lea- 
dership again. Menachera Begins 
successors seem bounded by the 
spectre of normality .” the edi- 
torial commented. 

Israel should turn its short-term 
economic success into long-range 
achievements, “holding course 
while it resumes a more con- 
ventional. divisive politics.” the 
New York Times said. 

The brawling convention of the 
Herutparty broke up in chaos this 
week because a new majority of 
working-class Israelis, mainly 
Asian and North African in origin 
want political power, analysts say. 

They also say this is a positive 
development pointing to a more 
democratic and pragmatic pol- 
itical system. It is likely to mean 
that the Herut Party founded by 
former Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin will embrace a wider spe- 
ctrum of political opinion to win 


power and soften its opposition to 
territorial comprShrise fob peace 
with Arab neighbours. 

Newspaper commentators and 
political pundits Friday agreed 
that whatever the consequences, 
the three-day convention adj- 
ourned after vicious name-calling, 
vandalism and attempts to silence 
senior government leaders was a 
watershed for the party which 
Begin molded in apposition as his 
persona] political vehicle. 

They agreed that Shamir, lost' 
prestige to the party’s deputy lea- 
der, Housing Minister David 
Levy. His tactical alliance with 
Trade Minister and Former Def- 
ence Minister Ariel Sharon has 
possibly made Shamir a minority 
leader in fire party,. 

‘ Levy, bora in Morocco, is 20 
years younger than Shamir. He 
forged his political career as a bui- 
lding worker in union politics. His 
main straggle was against poverty 


Libya 

pledges 

to cease 

helping 

Sudanese 

rebels 

KHARTOUM. Sudan (AP) - 
Prime .Minister Al GazouK Daf- 
aallah hinted upon returning 
home from a trip to Tripoli that . 
Libya has pledged to stop sup- 
porting rebels in- south Sudan. - - 

Libya has reassured Sudan that 
it would side with the Sudanese 
people in their struggle to “free . 
their will and to overcome all pro- 
blems and maintain Sudan's ter- 
ritorial integrity” Mr. DafaaUah 
said in an arrival state meat Friday. 

Mr. Dafaallah's vert to' Libya, 
the second in a week, came after 
the rebels captured Rnrafrek. a. 
strategic town in south Sudan. . 

Well informed govern ment sou- 
rces said the two visits to Libya 
were prompted by fire need to 
ease foe rebels pressure on foe 
government. 

The statement said Sudan in 
turn reaffirmed support to-Libyan 
people in their "legal defence aga- 
inst any aggression aimed at vio- 
lating their territorial integrity, air 
space, territorial waters and then- 
sovereignty over Sirte Gulf, a 
claim foe United States disputes. 

."Sudan condemns ail the imp- 
erialist provocations, threats and 
measures hostile to foe Libyan 
people.” foe statement aided! 


and even today his “upstart” sta- 
tus dogs him. Yehezkiel Dior, a 
Hebrew University sociologist, 
said inn telephone interview that 
foe party Begin built was now 
cotnmg of age. 

“It is a transformation crisis. 
The newcomers are pushing for 
their place,” be said. 

Yosef Goell. a political col- 
umnist in the English-language 
Jeni salera Post accuses Levy of 
usmg his origins to win power by 
appealing to foe resentments of 
Sephardi (North African) Jews in 
poor development towns against 
•foe governing Ashkenazi (Eur- 
opean) Jews who put them there. 

What chiefly distinguishes the 
new generation from the old, in 
foe view of many who observed 
foe rowdy Herat convention, 
where Shamir and Levy traded 
insults freely, is not age. ideology 
or ethnic origin, but adherence to 
Begin’s concept of courtliness. 
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Folklore Miwmm : Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Abo mosaics 
from Mai aba and J crash (4th to 18tb 
centuries). Tbe Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening horns: 9.00 am. - 5 
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4.00 pm.) Closed Tuesday s. 
FopnfarLHIe of Jordan Wfawn- 100 to 
150 year old terns such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Openmg hours: 9.00 am. - 5.00 pm. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 637169. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions Arman CM>. Meetings every 
gist and third Wednesday at tbe Hol- 
iday Inn, 1 .30 pm. 

Lions Phfadtiptta Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7 JO pm. 
Philadelphia Rotary Ctab. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn, 
1 JO pm. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 pm. 
Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth CJrdc. Tel. 815261. 981410. 


CHURCHES 

St. Joseph Church (Roman CatboEc) 
Jabal Amman, teL 624590. 

Church at the Amnodation (Roman 
CathoSc) Jabal Luwefcdefa. 637440. 
De la Salk Church (Roman Catbofic) 
Jabal Hussein, 661757. 

Church at the A mum hi that (Greek 
Orthodox lAbdalj, 623541. 

Aoglcan Church (Church erf the Red- 
eoner) Jabal Amman. 678906. 
Armenian (Male Church Ashiafiefa, 
771331. 

Anaalai Orthatiau Church Ashrafich. 
775261. 

St. Epkrafcn Qnrcb (Syrian Orthodox! 
Ashrafich, 771751. 

Aram— International Church (Inter- 
deoorainatkmal): meets at Southern 
Baptist School m Shmeisani. 677534. 
Enqdol Luthern Church, Jabal 
Amman. 6th Circle, (Rev. N. Smirl 
TeL- 811295. 

Ratable Congregation (International. 
Interdenominational) meets in die 
Church of the Redeemer. Jabal 
Amman. Tel. 606974. 

PRAYER TIMES 


0422 

05.45 

Hs45 .. 

15:10 

17:45 

19=07 


— Fajr 

_____ t Sunrise) Duha 

Dhuhr 

Asr 

Maghreb 

-Isha 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This infonnatkm is supplied hy Alia inf- 
ormation department at the jueen Alia 
Intermtional Airport, lei (08) 33200- \ 
where it should ah\-,iys he verified. 

ARRIVALS 

02 J® Bucharest (RO) 

09HM Berlin. Laraaca (IF) 

69J5 Kuwait (RJ) 

09J5 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

0*45 Jeddah (RJ I 

09^5 Aqaba (RJ) 

1*00 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

Hb4S Dhahran, Riyadh (SV 

13-J0 Istanbul fTK] 

13:45 Kuwait (KU 

15:05 Tripoli. Laraaca (LN 

17J5 Baghdad (IA 

17J0 ...................... Cairo I 

17:50 . — New York, Amsterdam 

17:55 Athens I 

17:55 Paris. Brussels ■ „ 

18.-00 Madrid, Geneva <Rjj 

1840 London (RJ) 

1&00 Rome 

IMS Athens. Damascus < 

18*5 Frankfurt (RJ | 

20J0 Frankfurt (LH) 

20J0 London (BA) 

23J0 — Cairo (MS) 

OOJS Baghdad (RJ) 

DEPARTURES 

03 JO Bucharest (RO) 

O6J0 Damascus. Frankfurt (LH'j 

07 J0 .... Aqaba (RJ) 

•M© — .. Damascus. Pins (AF) 

08*0 Beirut (MEA) 

1WS Damascus, Rome ( AZ; 

16J0 lamara, Berlin (IF) 

IMS Tunis, Casablanca (7U) 

11:00 Vienna, New Yock (RJ) 

11:30 Athens (RJ j 

12J5 Riyadh, Dhahran (SV) 

13J0 - — — Cairo (RJ ) 

14:10 Dhahran (TK) 

15:00 — Kuwait (KU) 

1646 Laraaca, Trmofi (LN) 

Baghdad (IA) 

19J0 -Kuwait (RJ) 

IftjS Bahrain. Abu Dhabi (RJ ) 

— Damascus (RJ) 

Baghdad (RJ 

Cairo (RJ) 

2*30 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 


21:30 . Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

21:55 Baghdad, London (BA) 

22.-00 Bangkok (RJ) 

OtfcOS Cairo I MS) 

MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-tine ships docking at Aqaba 
port: 

— Huai Trader 

— VSBe de Mirage 

— Mira 

Amin Kawar end Sons Company. Tel: 
622324-9 at your service. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

I twill be partly cloudy, with scattered 
ram and northwesterly moderate winds. 
In Aqaba, winds will be northerly mod- 
rate and calm sea. 


EMERGENCIES 

Amman goveraorate 891228 

Amman civil defence 198. 199 

Civil Defence Irbid .. 271293. 273131 

Civil Defence Qtnvcrianeh 770733 

Ambulance — 193. 775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade _. 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood bank 778303 

CSvfl Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Pbfice rescue 192,621111,637777 

Police headquarter, $39141 

Traffic poSce 896390'! 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
M u ni cip a l water complaints 771125/8 
Queen ABa In L Airport (08)53330/60 


HOSPITALS 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


8/16 

12/22 

6/16 

12/22 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 17. Aqaba 24. Humidity rea- 
dings: Arran an 64 per cent, Aqaba 41 
percent 

MONEY EXCHANGE 

Saturday rates: 

Local setifbuy rates in fis 

Bahrahri (Saar 960 968 

Belgian banc 75/ 76.4 

Dutch guilder 137/ 138J 

Egyptian guinea 200/ 206 

French franc 503/ 503 

Iraqi efinar 344/ 352 

Italian lira 22^/ 23 

Japanese yen (for 100) 197 SI 200.1 

Kuwaiti duBT 1267/ 1274 

Lebanese tira 14/ 16 

Omani riyal 940/ 950 

Qatari riyal 9 » 101 

Saudi riyal 98 f 101 

Swedish crown 48^/ 49 

Swiss franc 1833/ 186 

Syrian lira 23/ 25 

UAE diham 98/ 100 

UX. strafing pound 5143/ 519.9 

US. doOar 3505/ 353.7 

W. German made 154.7/ 1564 


Hussein Medical Centre ... 
Khafidi Maternity. J . Anm 
Akileh Maternity, J. 

Jabal Amman Maternity ... 

Mafios. J. Amman 

P a lestine. Shmebsmi 

Shnrisani Hospital 

University Hospital 

ALMnasner Hospital 

The Islamic, AbdaB 

AJ-Ahfi, Abdafi 


Italian. AJ-Mnhajreen 

AJ-Bashir, J. Ashrafich 

Array, Marka 

Queen ASa Ho spiral 


813813/32 
. 6442B1/6 
Amman 
642441/2 
642362 
... 636140 
. 664171/4 
-. 669131 
845845/65 

- 667227/9 
666127/37 

- 664164/6 
. 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
602240/50 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Khated Abn Khamfes 770468 

Dr. Goijjei Tarief ( — ) 

Ftras Pharmacy 66iyi2 

Al Salam pharmacy 639730 

Al Rabiah pharmacy 819255 

Rana pharmacy 638072 

TAXIS: 

Veneda taxi 644583 

AlAhram taxi 6639il 

Mehyar taxi 644574 

Assem taxi 844503 

Ail am taxi 666022 

Al Nahar taxi 811619 

jgmeisam taxi 665294 

Dr. Abdul Kariem AJ Abwah ( ) 

Al Sara* ptuumacy r ( 

Al Shekh Saleem ( j 

ZAKQA: 

Dr. Samir Al Lams { ) 

Al Hadetha pharmacy ( ) 

general 

Jorfan Teteviaon 773111/19 

Radio Jp idam 774111/19 

Mnastiy ot Tonnsra 642311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Pmx complaints 661176 

Telephone Information " 12 

Jordan and fiddle East caUr ........ 10 

Overseas calls a yj 

Repair service " i j 


market prices 


***** 


Upper dower price in fils per kv. 

Ag^Anwi si) 500 ! 450 
Bon ™ -300/240 

-.250/220 
130/ 100 

— 520/480 
— . 160 / 100 

— 60/ 40 
— 120/ 100 

— 150/100 

— 150/ 100 

.130/80 


Banana (MukacEnarj ' ~ 

Beetroot 

Berms 

Broad beans — _ ~ " 


Carrot (yellow) 
Canot (triad;) . 
CaoBflower 


Cuamber (large) ! 
Cocbmber (snafi) 



-230/180 

-200/140 

-260/220 

-300/240 


p^P'froit ! L30/100 

_ — ; 180/140 

Lnttace (per one) ... — a 00/ 100 

Marrow (Luce) 120/ 80 

omoa (dry) 180/ 140 

On*® (creen) -.._-100 !«J 

Orange7Shanmomi) ...-—240/200 

Orange (local aadValmaa) 110?- 80 
4=PPer (meet) -,r 140 

-grPPer (hot) 460/420: 
Potatoes (kx»ll .130/ SO 

(sweet) 

Spinach - - 






kit - .. 


Home 
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frbid police 
chief outlines 
causes of 
traffic 
accidents 

IRBID (J.T.) — A Iota! of 2, 
road accidents occurred in Irbi 
govemorate during 1985 clai ming 
me fives of 137 people and ini- 
Ur ®8 I >84 1 others. Outlining the 
causes of road accidents in the 
govemorate, Irbid Police Director 
Colonel Abdul Rahman,. A1 
CJawan said that numerous npfl 
various causes are behind road 

a ?? den . tS: * orae due 10 drivers and 
pedestrians and others to the con- 
ation of the road. 

Some people, he said, do not 
walk on the pavements and some 
fanulies leave their children to 
play in the streets which is highly 
dangerous. He went on to say that 
people drive their vehicles very 
fast, carelessly or while, drunk and 
without abiding by traffic rules. 
According to Col. Odwan, some 
roads are dangerous, especially 
those which are very narrow or full 
of curves. 

Discussing measures to curb 
road accidents. Col. Odwan sug- 
gested widening roads, placing 
phosphoric signs on roads and 
parking vehicles in safe places, 
preferably not on the roadside. He 
also called on parents not to allow 
their teenage children to drive. He 
said that the sub-committee for 
traffic in the govemorate is taking 
the necessary steps to try and org- 
anise traffic and to reduce the 
number of accidents. 

Cabinet okays 
1986 budget 
for Housing 
Corporation 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The cabinet 
has receatly approved the budget 
of the Housing Corporation for 
the fiscal year 1 986. according to a 
report carried by the local Arabic 
daily newspaper Sawt A1 Sha’ab. 
The budget includes government 
revenues, government con- 
tributions. current and capital 
expenditure. 

The actual revenues of the cor- 
poration in 1984 amounted to JD 
5,215,000 -and in 1985 they were 
JD 6.034.000. The corporation 
estimates its independent rev- 
enues for 1986 at J D 1 1 ^OOiOOO. 
the report said .. .The government 
contribution to the corporations 
projects in 1984 amounted to J D Z 
raMon and in 1985 it was JD 3 
million. A total of JD6 million has 
been allocated in the general bud- 
get of 1986 for the corporation's 
new projects. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Saturday 
presides over die openBzg of a four-day conference 


■ on the activities and services provided by municipal 
and village councils (Petra photo) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Moroccan speaker leaves Amman 

AMMAN (Petra) — Mr. Mohammad Sa’ad AJ. Alarm , speaker of 
the Moroccan parliament, left Amman Saturday after taking part 
in the fourth Arab Parliamentary Union conference which con- 
cluded on Thursday. Mr. Alazqi was seen off at the airport by 
Khaled AJ Fafiad, ' member of the Lower House of Parliament, 
and representatives of the Foreign Ministry and die Moroccan 
Embassy in Amman. 


Experts to discuss resolutions on industry 

AMMAN (Petra) — A special conference at experts level will be 
held here on March 16 to follow up on the implementation of the 
recommendations and resolutions issued by the fifth Arab ind- 
ustrial development conference. The two-day conference will be 
followed by a meeting at the level of industry ministers from 
Tunisia, Algeria. Syria and Jordan in addition the Arab Industrial 
Development Organisation (A1DO) director general. 

IDB grants 30 loans to businesses 

AMMAN (Petra) — The number of loans granted by the Ind- 
ustrial Development Bank during the past month reached 30. 
amounting to JD 102,700. The loans went to workshops anH 
factories, bakeries, blacksmiths, car maintenance workshops and 
garages and upholstery shops. Bank sources said that the loans 
were distributed to Amman, Irbid govemorate. the Jordan Valley 
and Zarqa. 

Hyena attacks farmer 

AMMAN (J.T.tf — A former in the outskirts of Amman has I 

^ 1- jt 1 1 mm 


injuries, after fightjng.it off by hand, accordmgto a report in the 
Arabic'daily newspaper S awt A j Sha’ab. T6e VepdrPs^M that Mr, . 
Shehadeh Ahmad Fozah, 307ftom Hasbah district, was working 
on his land when the hyena appeared and immediately attacked 
him. The farmer hit the animal with an axe but it kept struggling 
while he tried to strangle it with his hands. The former's brother 
arrived on the "Scene and shot the hyena dead, die report said. 


Comedy, suspense on a tea plantation 


By Rana Sabbagh 
Jordan Tines Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Laughter and hil- 
arity spiced with suspense and 
topped by some of Britain’s best 
known actors has made "My 
Giddy Aunt.” a two-act comedy 
thriller currently playing at the 
Jordan Intercontinental Hotel 
Playhouse, one of the most imp- 
ressive and entertaining plays to 
be staged here. 

With seven famous British act- 
ors. some known to Jordanian tel- 
evision and film audiences, an 
excellent director Ted Craig and 
renowned playwrights John Cha- 
pman and Ray Cooney — con- 
sidered by drama critics as the 
most successful playwright of their 
generation — " My Giddy Aunt” 
non the audience's attention and 
appreciation throughout the 
140-minute show. 

Starring in the play is Peggie 
Mount who pi ays the roles of Lady 
Epingham, a scatty and so tnewhat 
senile member of the aristocracy, 
and her illegitimate half sister. 
Beatrice Horrocks, a down to 
earth, a haberdashery shopowner 
thrown by fate into' the midst of 
family entangles. Co-starring with 


Ms. Mount is Peter Salts as Mr. 
Landau, a bewildered lawyer. 
Robin Kermode and Peter Den- 
yer appear as the brothers Johnny 
and Martin Epingham, Lady Epi- 
ngham' s nephews. with homocida) 
and materialistic tendencies. 
Karan David plays the role of Miss 
Vana Lupicia, a mysterious fem- 
ale solicitor, Renu Setna plays 
Rah mu, a sinister and sup- 
erstitious man-servant and Shayur 
Mehta plays the housefioy. 
"My Giddy Aunt,” is another 
production by the famous British 
comedian turned producer Derek 
Niramo. 

Mrs. Horrocks is unexpectedly 
given the task of managing a tea 
plantation in India and arrives at 
Ranjaipur to find herself flung 
into intrique and conspiracy. Mar- 
tin and Johnny plot to kill their 
aunt to inherit her money and 
whilst the two lawyers are ame- 
nding Lady Epingham’s will, she is 
murdered. As new twists to the 
story emerge, the finger of sus- 
picion alights on. different mem- 
bers of the household. 

Peggie Mount excelled in the 
difficult task of playing two parts 
and was convincingly brilliant as 
the potty Lady Epingham and the 
sensible Beatrice. 


The plays superb dramatic str-. 
ucture, filled with witty dialogue, 
humourous actions and a gradual 
build-up of tangible suspense, 
coupled with a spectacular raise- 
en-scene and the actors' pro- 
fessional and high ’quality per- 
formance, captured the audience’s 
attention and enhanced the 
actor-actor and the actor- 
audience interaction. 

The set. which suggested a 1 957 
drawing room and veranda in 
Lady Epingham's bungalow on 
the tea plantation, was designed 
by Michael Povelka. who also des- 
igned the costumes. The British 
Airways touring theatre group, 
which will give its last per- 
formance at the hotel on Sunday, 
wfll leave to Cairo on Tuesday on 
the second leg of their tour which 
will take them to various Arab and 
Asian countries. The event has 
been organised by the Int- 
ercontinental Hotel in coo- 
peration with British Airways. 

"My Giddy Aunt’s” technical 
crew, apart from Mr. Povelka are: 
Allan Miller Bunford (technical 
consultant and production man- 
ager). Henry Tojmlinson (com- 
pany stage manager), and John 
Hayes (tour manager). 


Infrastructure 
for Yarmouk’s 
new campus 
completed 

By a Jordan Tiroes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Yarraouk University 
has recently completed work on 
the infrastructure for the per- 
manent campus, currently under 
construction to replace die pre- 
sent site in Irbid. according to a 
release issued by the university. 
The release said that a 45 kil- 
ometre network of streets has 
been asphalted in addition to pav- 
ements with a total length of 152 
kilometres. 

A system of water pipes with a 
length of 16 kilometres as we I las a 
sewerage system with a length of 
10 kilometres have also been laid, 
the release added. The inf- 
rastructure includes rain water 
drainage and another system for 
irrigation in addition to a central 
heating system, the release con- 
tinued. 

An artificial lake holding some 
i 32,000 cubic metres of water, an 
electricity grid and tel- 
ecommunications installations 
have also been put into operation 
as part of the initial 'construction. 

The university's administration 
has recently announced that it was 
planning to utilise both its tem- 
porary and new sites on a per- 
manent basis in a bid to gradually 
doable its number of students. 


aft 

versity at 'its temporary ‘si?e in the 
city of Irbid. University. President 
Adnan Badran told foe Jordan 
Times in an earlier interview. Dr. 
Badran said the university’s initial 
plans entailed moving all of foe 
facilities to a permanent site just 
outside Irbid by June 1986. 

However, in an effort to acc- 
ommodate an increasing number 
of the 50.000 Jordanian students, 
who are currently forced to pursue 
their higher education abroad." 
Yarmouk will maintain its tem- 
porary site as institute for hum- 
anities, business and graduate stu- 
dies. The science, medical and 
technical faculties will be moved 
to the permanent campus when it 
is completed. 

Increasing enrolment' 

Dr. Badran pointed out that foe 
university would take advantage 
of the expanded facilities of foe 
two campuses to gradually inc- 
rease its enrolment to 30,000. 
Each campus will have foe cap- 
acity to accommodate up to 
15.000 students. Dr. Badran exp- 
lained. 

Dr. Badran explained that the 
science departments will be 
moved to foe new site, allowing 
the other campus to immediately 
expand and accept up to 15,000 
students for the 1 986/87 academic 
year. 

However, he added, foe site 
which will house the science fac- 
ulties, wfll only be able to accept 
up to 1 .000 new science students 
for the 1986/87 academic year in 
addition to the existing 6,000 stu- 
dents until foe work on buQding is 
completed. 


Yamani warns Britain of ‘disaster’ ahead 


(Continued from page 1) 

make your own surmises — where 
we could be heading for political 
upheavals, sparked off by fin- 
ancial collapses due to this huge 
and sudden slump in oil prices. 
The best and perhaps the only way 
to ward this off is for foe non- 
OPEC producers, and above all 
Britain and Norway, to cooperate 
in price control. Neither of them is 
coming to Geneva , but I don t 
despair of getting some talks going 
afterwards, perhaps in London." 
However, I must say that som- 
ething odd is going on this 
front. Some six weeks ago, foe 
Norwegian ofl minister confirmed 
me in writing that he w^ready 
w begin reducing output. Wifom a 
few days, however, he started to 
wobble and then the commitment 
was withdrawn altogether. One is 
bound to ask oneself: who had 
been talking to him?” 


Sheikh Yamani is not the most 
prestigious figure.in the oil world 
for nothing. His own relatively 
modest office is preceded bv a 
string of four ante-rooms. They 
were dotted with Arab visitors. 
There were also quite a few Jap- 
anese, American and European 
callers. Indeed, foe only reason 
that I was ushered into his pre- 
sence, oh time, and within three 
days of his arrival in Riyadh,was 
that a very highly placed Arab fri- 
end had put in a personal request 
on my behalf with the minister. 

Sheikh Yamani looked abs- 
olutely exhausted and he admitted 
that be was really tired. But there 
was no weariness in his con- 
versation. conducted in that very 
quiet and courteous voice which, 
has become me of his hallmarks. 

I plunged into the maze of pri- 
ces. Was it true that some cou- 
ntries had been suggesting drastic 
action in the form of an immediate 


and total shutdown of production 
for up to four weeks to force world 
prices up? If so, what did he think 
of the idea? He confirmed the 
report (without naming the cou- 
ntries behind the scheme which 
were, in fact, Libya. Algeria and 
Iran). 

“But what real good would that 
do?” he asked. “AH right. The 
price might shooi up briefly to 
S30 a barrel. And it is just not 
practical to ask foe weaker pro- 
ducer nations to join in a longer 
shutdown. Don’t forget that apart 
from revenue we in Saudi Arabia 
rely on our energy output to keep 
vital projects going like our huge 
water desalinisanon programme. 
We have been hit hard enough 
already by trying to take the strain 
ourselves to keep world pricesste- 
ady. Thai is why we . have been 
forced to postpone our next bud- 
get for five months. How can we 
budget when we don’t know what 


the oil price will be from one week 
to the next? It might drop as low as 
a barrel. 1 don’t say it is pro- 
bable, but it is possible.” 

The talk kept coming back to 
the North Sea. Surely. I put it to 
him, a Conservative government 
which had always made its main 
priority the reduction in inflation 
could only be expected to wel- 
come lower oil prices which would 
further that central aim. That was 
a genuine national interest. 

“I respect your leaders and do 
not wish to comment on your 
domestic politics.” he replied. 
“But just look at the plain mat- 
hematics. The British treasury is 
now losing billions of pounds from 
reduced oil revenue. Which is bet- 
ter — to have the same income by 
reduced output atiugher prices, or 
by maximum extraction at low pri- 
ces? Geariy, the former, for it 
conserves your resources at the 
same time,” 


Crown Prince opens conference 

- n 

for municipalities, local councils 

Prince Hassan suggests establishment of fund, training centre to help 
councils carry out development projects and manage municipal services 


AQABA (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Pri- 
nce H a ssan Saturday opened a four-day conference 
for Jordanian municipalities and local councils with 
a call for the establishment of a special fund, to be 
called the land fond, which could finance the imp- 
lementation of large agricultural and public service 
projects undertaken by local councils. 


The Crown-Prince said foatsuch 
a food should be set up in coo- 
peration with the Ministry of Mun- 
icipal and Rural Affairs and foe 
Enviro nme nt and the Land and 
Survey Department. He said that 
this fond could save cnyncfls hav- 
ing to pay large sums to acquire 
land for their projects. 

Prince Hassan also said that a 
special corporation could be est- 
ablished to help develop unused 
or waste land and to setup public 
gardens and shopping centres in 
various towns ana villages. 

Addressing the mayors and the 
heads of towns and village cou- 
ncils, Prince Hassan stressed the 
need for conducting a general sur- 
vey to determine the number of 
families living in poverty prior to 
undertaking projects and other 
activities designed to increase 
family income, and to provide job 
opportunities in addition to off- 
ering government assistance to 
these needy families. 

Prince Hassan also called for 
foe establishment of a centre to 
train personnel employed in dif- 
ferent municipal ana village cou- 
ncils and which would provide tra- 
ining in administrative, finanrial 
and technic J affairs related to 
municipal services. 

He also suggested providing 
funds to help develop rural reg- 
ions through long-term, easy loans 
and creating jobs in cooperation 
with local banks and other org- 
anisations. 

Prince Hassan also called on 
councils to give proper attention 
to traditional Islamic architecture 
wherever and whenever possible 
and he urged councils to maintain 
coordination, cooperation 'and 
consultation in matters pertaining 
to the improvement of public ser- 
vices. 

Jerusalem 

' Referring to the occupied West, 

Bank: Princfc‘ i HS&ari‘ said that* 

• i . .•*»». v 


Jordan has-been seeking with all 
its power to emphasise foe Arab 
and Islamic identity of the holy 
city of Jerusalem. “We call on 
Arab and Islamic nations to take 
serious measures to confront Isr- 
ael’s drive to change the character 
of foe city,” Prince Hassan said. 

He greeted the people of the 
occupied city of Jerusalem and 
expressed Jordan's keenness of 
pursuing efforts to safeguard the 
Arab citizens' dignity in the occ- 
upied Arab lands. "lam pained on 
this occasion to remember that 19 
years ago the Israelis took the ill- 
egal step of annexing Arab Jer- 
usalem following their occupation 
of the West Bank Prince Hassan 
said. 

He continued that this con- 
ference. coinciding with foe ann- 
iversary of the Arab Cities Day. 
assumes added importance with 
the presence of the deported 
mayor of Arab Jerusalem, and 
embodies concern regarding the 
fate of the holy city. Any serious 
effort towards saving Palestine 
should essentially look into ways 
of preserving the identity of Arab 
Jerusalem, Prince Hassan said. 

The Crown Prince conveyed 
greetings from His Majesty lung 
Hussein to foe conference and he 
said that foe King has a keen int- . 
erest in foe development of local 
councils in Jordan. 

Aims of foie conference 

Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and foe Env- 
ironment Maiwan Hmoud made a 
speech at foe outset of foe meeting 
outlining foe objectives of the con- 
ference. The minister said that foe 
conference aims at introducing 
new techniques, developing reg- 
ulations ana laws and finding sou- 
rces of revenue for foe council's' 
projects. It also aims to develop 
ffoS^&kills of employees . through 
heffpftg them to contribute mea- 


ningfully and effectively towards 
the development of their regions, 
he added. 

”We hope to transform local 
councils from a tool of merely off- 
ering public services to carrying 
out foe. role of comprehensive 
development,” the mmfemr said. 

The Ministry of Municipal Aff- 
- airs, Mr. Hmoud said, is in foe 
process of nrodemising councils' 
organisational plans for the sake 
of defining foe proper use ..of all 
types of land for agriculture and 
construction. 

Addressing foe conference later 
was Mr. Khalil Khreisat. the dis-. 
trict governor of Aqaba who is 
also chairman of the city's mun- 
icipality committee. He said that 
Aqaba has now become a point of 
attraction of workers, investments 
and tourists and that it is an imp- 
ortant economic centre in the 
Kingdom. Aqaba Municipality, he 
said, has been working hard to 
keep the city clean and to develop 
foe beaches and other important 
attractions. 

Arab Cities Organisation 

Mr. Tafeb A1 Taher, director of 
foe Arab Cities Organisation, 
made a speech praising the great 
achievements and development 
projects carried out in Jordan .The 
holding of foe conference on foe 
anniversary of Arab Cities Day is 
a manifestation of true support for 
foe role of foe Arab city which can 
play an important role in shaping 
society's activities. Mr. Tahersaid. 

The Arab Cities Organisation, 
he continued, is keen on exa- 
mining the Jordanian experiment 
in load administration and will 
extent all possible help to foe local 
councils. Mr. Taher paid tribute to 
Prince Hassan who. he said, was 
keen -on following development 
projects in Jordan in general and 
in urban regions in particular. He 
also voiced appreciation to Jordan 
forextending support to the Arab 
Cities Organisation. 

Amman Mayor Abdul Ra'ouf 
Al Rawabdeh, who attended foe 
session, submitted a working 
paper suggesting that all city dwe- 
llers pay a contribution of JD 1 
every yearand that one per cent of 
the price, of all locally man- 
ufactured prbducts ’bc? paid to help 
finance rnunic^wiiti^s'^ projects. 


He also called on the government 
to allocate part of national rev- 
enues of between one and two per 
cent, to benefit municipalities. 

Shortage of funds 

The shortage of funds con- 
stitutes the major stumbling block 
in the path of improving public • 
services and this problem is being 
aggravated by foe fact that the 
government itself can not provide 
help to local councils to improve ' 
their services. Mr. Rawabdeh poi- 
nted out. 

He attributed the shortage of 
revenues to the low rate of fees, 
and taxes imposed by councils on 
foe population, the rising prices of 
land which has to be purchased by 
councDs for different projects and 
the poor performance of councils’ 
financial departments. 

He suggested that a re- 
examination be made of mun- 
icipalities, laws every five years 
with the purpose of increasing 
taxes and he said the government 
should introduce increases on the 
value added tax and taxes on 
roads. He pointed out that the 
present law on these matters has 
been in force since 1964 and has 
become almost obsolete. 

Mr.. Rawabdeh suggested that 
the Ministry of Public- Works und- 
ertake major road projects and 
cany out road maintenance ins- 
tead of the municipalities and 
local councils. 

CVDB loans 

• 

Another working paper was 
presented by Mr.' Mohammad 
Saleh Al Hourani. the director 
general of foe Cities and Villages 
Development Bank (CVDB)." In 
his paper. Mr. Hourani spoke of 
the objectives and aims of the 
bank which was established in 
1979. and said that numerous 
loans have been granted to local - 
councils to help them carry out 
their projects. Hfe criticised the 
councils’ sources of revenues 
which he said were "inadequate”, 
and could not help councils settle 
their loans. He also said that fai- 
lure on the part of foe citizens to 
pay their dues has been impeding: 
foe process of 'carrying, out ser- : 
vices. ' 


NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS OF 
THE CHASE MANHATTAN BANK, N.A. 
AMMAN BRANCH 


The Chase Manhattan Bank, N.A. wishes to advise its 
customers that it intends to close its branch and cease 
its operations in Amman as of the close of business on 
April 3. 1986. Chase is pleased to announce, however, 
that it has reached an agreement with The’ Bank of 
Jordan Ltd., which is a banking institution known to us 
and whom we hold in esteem, to accept the transfer of 
your account(s) under the same terms and conditions 
currently in effect with Chase. 

The Bank of Jordan Ltd. has advised Chase of their 
intention to continue to operate the business from 
Chase's present branch location at First Circle, Jebel 
Amman, and to employ substantially all of Chase's 
present staff so that your banking needs may continue to 
be served without disruption. 

A letter further explaining this transfer has been sent 
to all customers at their most recent address on Chase's 
records. If you have not received that letter or if you 
have any questions concerning this matter, please do 
not hesitate to contact us. 

Customer Service Representatives from The Bank of 
Jordan Ltd. will be available at Chase's premises to 
respond to any questions you may have regarding their 
services. 

Thank you for your patronage, and please accept our 
expression of best wishes for all your future endeavors. 
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THE REAGAN adramistratiofTs decision to present to 
Congress a i354 million request for arms sales to Saudi 
Arabia tias already generated strong opposition within 
Congress, and only highlights the unbalance that cha- 
racterises American policy in the Middle East. We find it 
odd that the United States would continue to aspire to 
play the role of the impartial mediator in the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, when it is so blatantly partial to Israel on the 
question of arms sales to parties Middle Eastern. 

Last month, the Reagan administration abandoned a 
large arms sale to Jordan because there was too much 
opposition in Congress. In both the Jordan and Saudi 
.Arabia deals, the American Congress — in its persona of 
God's Special Helper — demands proof that Jordan and 
Saudi Arabia are contributing to ‘ 'advancing the cause of 
peace in the Middle East.” 

Of course, no such requirements are asked of Israel 
when the United States routinely sells advanced weapons 
or donates billions of dollars to Israel. Why? It is acc- 
epted by the majority of federal legislators in the United 
States that Israel's rights, security, existence are more 
important than the corresponding rights, security or exi- 
stence of the Palestinian, Jordanian, Saudi Arabian and 
other .Arab people. It. is this kind of blatant double- 
standard that leaves most of us chuckling when we are 
told of the desire of the United States to help promote a 
fair peace in the Middle East. We used to believe it, once, 
many years ago, when we flaunted the naivete of youth. 

Why . then, is it any surprise for American officials that 
some Arab individuals or organisations are finally driven 
to the point of attacking American lives and interests in 
the area? Much as we might express our opposition to 
anti-American violence in the area on both moral and 
tactical grounds, the fact remains that extremist Arab 
actions against American targets in the Middle East are 
the inevitable consequence of extremism by those in the 
United States Congress w ho ultimately formulate Ame*. 
rican policy in the region. We see it happening again this 
week. Let us therefore put out naiVete in our back poc- 
kets, and he surprised by neither the imbalance from 
Washington nor the corresponding reaction from the 
-Arab World. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra'i: Arab leaders’ responsibilities 

THE parliamentarians who concluded a two-day conference in 
Amman on Thursday have adopted constructive ideas which app- 
eared in their final communique. But such ideas should be put into 
practice as soon as possible for the sake of gaining time and bringing 
about solidarity among Arab countries, now together facing cha- 
llenges and serious threats to their future. Solidarity can be of poor 
effect if it should co me too late. Frankly speaking. Arab credibility is 
now undergoing true test and Arab leaders are called on to honour 
the commitments which the Arab parliamentarians undertook in 
their meetings in Amman. If .Arab leaders respond favourably to the 
ideas of the representatives of the Arab people, then they would no 
doubt gain credibility for themselves and for their nation before the 
world. The dangers inherent in Israel’s atrocities and inhuman pra- 
ctices in the occupied territory do not allow for further delay in 
achieving genuine solidarity, and the Iraq -Iran war which has caused 
so much destruction and losses cannot wait any longer, if action is to 
be taken this is the time to start and if results are to be achieved, 
serious and meaningful steps must be undertaken by the heads of the ■ 
Arab states. 

Al Dus tour: The Gulf war 

THE latest developments in the Gulf war have completely ruled out 
the idea that it is a war that concerns the two neighbours alone; Iraq 
and Iran. The latest communique issued by foreign ministers of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council indicated clearly that the war is one that is 
being imposed on the whole Arab nation. The final communique 
issued by the Arab Parliamentary Union's conference in A mm an 
emphasised this concept, and made it clear that the Iraqi armed 
forces are now engaged in a war for defending the whole nation. 
Therefore the Gulf war is of concern to all Arabs for the present and 
for the future, and so it becomes incumbent on the Arab states to 
follow a sound course in their action in order to achieve an end to the 
conflict. What they have to do now is to apply the joint defence pact 
which commits all Arabs to come to the defence of any Arab state 
that’s being subjected to foreign aggression. It seems tltis is the only 
option open to the Arabs since Iran is persistent in pursuing its losing 
war. Once Iran becomes certain that the Arabs are determined to put 
an end to the war by force, it will give up its adventure and think 
seriously of ending the conflict. We hope the communiques will serve 
as an ultimatum to the Iranians and a final word. 

San t Al Shaab: The oil syndrome 

THE revival of economy in the United States. Japan and Western 
Europe has started with the drop in the price of oil. When the 
economic difficulties started in these nations by 1974, the gov- 
ernments there began taking proper measures to contain the crisis 
and certain actionsTwere taken to find alternative sources of energy 
like coal and gas. These governments also attracted the largest sums 
of capital from oQ rich nations, and used this capital in income- 
generating projects for their own people's benefit. The western nat- 
ions were able to absorb the crisis and undertook certain measures to 
help them overcome the difficulties. What happened to the Third 
World nations and in particular to the oil producing countries was 
something completely different. Such countries are now awaiting the 
oil prices to settle and stabilise before they can undertake a proper 
measure to adjust to the new situation, and to plan for the coming 
stage. What such countries should do at present, is to avoid negative 
policies and actions and adept sound economic policies that would 
ensure a revival of their national economies. 


A seminar was held recently at 
the Association of Banks in 
Joidan to discuss offshore ban- 
king activities, normally pra- 
ctised by the so-called banking 
offshore units. 

I don’t have the intention to 
pre-empt the monthly mag- 
azine of the association. 
“Banks in Jordan,” which will 
publish in a week's time the full 
text of the paper presented to 
the seminar by Mr. Jawad- 
Hadid. a prominent Jordanian 
■banker, and the lengthy dis- 
cussions and arguments that 
followed the presentaion. 

However, I want to submit 
that, perhaps it is high time to 
allow offshore units to operate 
officially in Jordan, and deal 
exclusively in foreign exchange 


operations, and non-resident 
accounts in particular. 

Admi ttedly. I was always 
against the idea, because the 
benefits that may accrue to 
Jordan are marg inal and too lit- 
tle to justify the risk and the 
possible distortion in our stable 
banking system. 

At that time, the only ben- 
efits thought of, were the sal- 
aries. the rents, and the com- 
munication fees which will be 
created by offshore units. 

Several years ago, when we 
flirted with the idea, we were 
suffering from a ecu te shortages 
of personnel, offices, houses 
and communication facilities. 
The offshore units, we feared, 
would form an additional bur- 


den on these limited facilities, 
which obviously was not des- 
irable. 

The situation has been alt- 
ered from two stand points: 

First, the economic situation 
has changed. We now have an 
unemployment problem, a 
surplus of offices, plenty of 
houses and apartments to let, 
and an extra capacity in tra- 
nsport and communication fac- 
ilities to offer. A new demand 
on these items is beneficial. 

Second, our suspicions that 
offshore operations may direct 
resources to overseas instead 

of finanr?iqg the national eco- 
nomy are no more valid, bec- 
ause what was a possible eve- 
ntuality became a reality to live 
with. Our commercial banks 


actually commenced the pra- 
ctice of offshore banking, just 
like full fledged offshore units,' 
without waiting for an official 
licence or approval. The total 
non-resident deposits in for- 
eign exchange held by Jor- 
danian b anks reached SI bil- 
lion or so. 

Having been brought to this 
state of affairs, whether we like 
or not. it may be reasonable to 
regulate offshore operations, 
and ask ea<± commercial bank, 
interested m offshore banking, 
to have a special overseas 
branch or section for that pur- 
pose . Offshore operations sho- 
uld not be mixed with resident 
banking operations. It should 
be subjected to a different set 
of regulations and presented 


independently in separate bal- 
ance sheets and profits and loss 
statements. 

Under the present ind- 
iscrimination between local 
and offshore activities, we are 
almost lost. We don’t know 
exactly how much of the for- 
eign assets are held on behalf of 
non-residents, and how much 
belongs to the country and 
properly forma part of the off- 
icial reserve in gold and foreign 
exchange. The ratios derived 
from a bank’s overall balance 
sheet is now meaningless, and 
could not be used to control 
hanks through the usual ban- 
king ratios. 

Finally we have to point out 
that offshore banking profits 


are usually exempted from inc- 
ome tax.’ However the Jor- 
danian law makers erred and 
instead exempted the interest 
received, which is at least ten 
times the net profits. This loo- 
phole can be remedied by dif- 
ferentiating between the res- 
ults of nffchn re operations and 
local operations. Such a step 
will save the treasury the unn- 
ecessary huge loss in tax pro- 
ceeds. which works at the same 
time as a disservice to the eco- 
nomy, because it forms an inc- 
entive for investing abroad ins- 
tead of fostering the national 
economy. 

Offshore banking may be 
bad, or out of date , but what we 
have could be worse. 


Gonzalez victory ties 
Spain to W. Europe- 


By Francois Raitberger 

Reuter 

MADRID — Spam's vote in fav- 
our of continued membership of 
NATO fulfilled Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez s design to firmly 
tie his country to Western Europe 
after centuries of isolation, pol- 
itical sources have said. 

Gonzalez has been accused of 
playing Russian roulette in calling 
March 12 referendum in the face 
of public opinion that had seemed 
markedly reluctant to embrace the 
alliance. 

The 44-year-old premier's int- 
ense campaigning won the day 
almost single-handed. 

But officials in his Socialist 
Party said he had to fight the tou- 
ghest battle of his political career 
i to explain why he changed his 
mind after opposing entry into 
NATO four years ago. 

He needed all his persuasive 
powers to convince NATO opp- 
onents. among the’m many Soc- 
ialist supporters, that withdrawing 
from the alliance would deal a ser- 
. ious blow to Spain’s integration 
into West Europe. 

Rejecting European defence 
duties three months after joining 
the European Community would 
be "occupying a house without 
paying the rent.” he said. 

Modern Spain, he said, would . 
suffer dire economic .con-- 
sequences if-it turned its back’ oh 
countries with which it did 75 per 
cent of its trade. 

As opinion polls consistently- 
forecast a rejection of NATO. 
Goozalezsaid again aad again that 
Spain's future lay with its nei- 
ghbours and that leaving the all- 
iance would be a step back in its 
opening to Europe since the death 
of General Franco in 1975. 

His appeals to reason won the 
uphill battle against leftists and 
pacifists, who played on the emo- 
tions of voters by tapping fears of 
nuclear war and anti-American 
sentiment. 

While NATO officials in Bru- 
ssels were relieved. Socialists cel- 
ebrated with champagne and cav- 
iar at their Madrid headquarters 
as the unexpected margin of then- 
victory became evident — 52.5 
per cent against 39.8 per cent. 

"Spain wfll bave more weight in 
the European Community ... It 
will be regarded as a partner with 
full guarantees,” Spanish EC 


Commissioner Manuel Marin 
said. 1 

At Puerta del Sol square in cen- i 
tral Madrid, dejected anti-NATO | 
campaigners saw their own fiesta ] 
evaporate as they watched a giant 
.television screen show Gonzalez 
cl aim in p victory. 

“I am fully convinced this result 
strengthens the path of peace ... 
democracy and progress on which 
Spain started a decade ago.” he 
said. 

He appealed to all to accept the ' 
outcome and said he would work ' 
towards rebuilding a consensus ! 
over defence policy. i 

Communist anti-NATO leader , 
Gerardo Iglesias said he would { 
keep campaigning for the dis- 
mantling of the four U.S. military 
bases in Spain. 

He said he would demand that 
Gonzalez abide by his pledge to 
seek a reduction in the number of 
U.S. troops on the bases and keep 
Spain free of nuclear weapons and 
out of NATO’s military command 
structure. 

At the headquarters of the opp- 
osition popular coalition, right- 
wing leader Manuel Fraga Iri- 
bame claimed victory for his cam- 
paign in favour of abstention. 

Fraga. accused by the Socialists 
of betraying his pro-NATO views 
to improve his . election chances, 
pointed out that more people abs-' ; 
tained than voted "yes.” j 

But the turnout of just under 60 ; 
per cent showed that only 12 per 
cent more eligible voters abs- I 
tained than in the average of all | 
national polls held since Spain's ! 
return to democracy. 

"Suicide strategy” was how the 
leading daily El Pais saw Fraga's 
referendum campaign ahead of 
general elections due by next Oct- 
ober. 

The newspaper described the 
Socialist victory as costly after a 
divisive campaign. It said the ref- 
erendum showed a serious divorce 
between public opinion and par- 
liament where only five of 350 
deputies oppose NATO- 

"If Felipe Gonzalez could 
sound the heart of hundreds of 
thousands of voters, he would 
know they changed their "no” 
vote or their abstention to a “yes” 
vote not in order to prop up his 
cabinet ... but to secure for the- 
mselves a stable political future,” 
it said. 



Is S. Africa heading towards civil disobedience 


By Arik Bacfaar 

Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — Racial 
tension could erupt in a fresh blaze 
of violence in South Africa when 
ultimatums for the reform of apa- 
rtheid. accompanied by threats of 
strikes and foreign sanctions, run 
out at the end of the month,.pol-: 
itical analysts say. ' ' : 

The first deadline, set before 
Christmas by Bishop Desmond 
Tutu, gave the government until 
March 31 to respond to a list of 
grievances or face a national strike 
and calls for international san- 
ctions. 

The analysts said Tutu’s dea- 
dline wfli provide potential for a 
renewed eruption of racial strife in 
South Africa, already at unp- 
recedented levels after two years 
of rioting. 

His ultimatum was linked to 
general reforms of apartheid rac- 
ial segregation laws bur also, more 
specifically, to black education 
over which there were mass class 
boycotts in black schools thr- 
oughout 1985. 

Tutu, the 1984 Nobel Peace 
Prize winner, told Reuters on 
March 12 he had still to decide on 
the strategy to adopt wheQ the 
deadline expires. 

"I am still thinking about what 
is the best thing one can do for this 
country he said. 


Neutral Switzerland debates 
United Nations membership 


By Donald Nordberg 

Reuter 

ZURICH — After a vigorous pub- 
lic debate on whether fiercely neu- 
tral Switzerland should cease to be 
the only major country outside the 
United Nations, Swiss voters will 
decide on Sunday if their country 
is finally to join the world body. 

The government has said yes 
and so has parliament, with con- 
vincing majorities in both houses. 

But opinion polls show that the 
people — who have the final word 
— are likely to say no. 

The decision of the referendum 
is binding. This follows the Swiss 
practice under which government 
and parliament regularly vote to 
give guidance on measures which 
then have to be presented to the 
population for final adoption. 

For months politicians of every 
persuasion have dashed publicly 
on the issue of U-N. membership. 

Christoph Blocher of the Peo- 
ple's Party and Social Democrat 
Walter Renschler. both members 
of parliament, have toured the 
country presenting their views at a 
series of joint debates in public 
auditoriums. 

"The United Nations is an ins- 
trument for spreading Com- 
munism,” charges Blocher. “Ind- 
ependence does not mean iso- ' 
lation and retreat,” declares Ren- 
schler. 

Despite its non-membership, 
Switzerland has dose ties to the 
U.N., housing its European hea- 


dquarters in Geneva, participating 
in nearly all of its organisations 
and providing them financial aid 
worth nearly SI 00 million a year. 

It decided to stay a member of 
the U.N. Educational Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation I UNE- 
SCO ). even while such full U.N. 
members as the United States and 
Britain withdrew. support. 

A Swiss national has just been 
named U.N. high commissioner 
for refugees, and another heads 
the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade, the U.N.'s watchdog 
over trade disputes. 

Switzerland has even provided 
equipment for United Nations 
peacekeeping forces in the Middle 
East, and Swiss troops bave been 
stationed in South Korea since 
1953 under a U.N. mandate. 

The issue of joining the U.N. 
has created unusual fissures in a 
political landscape normally mar- 
ked by goodwill and compromise. 

Even though the government 
supports membership, national 
delegates of the People's Party, 
one of three conservative parties 
in the four-party coalition, voted 

against it. 

Another government party, the 
Christian Democrats, gave it sup- 
port at the national party congress 
only to see a number of regional 
parties defect. And a third, the 
radical Democrats, saw a dear 
majority revolt at the regional 
level. 

Only in the fourth, the left- 


of-centre Social Democrats, has 
support remained true among the 
rank and file. But some of the inc- 
reasingly popular fringe parties, 
including the anti-Foreigner Nat- 
ional Action, are firmly against. 

The Federation of Commerce 
and Industry and the Farmers’ 
Federation — which usually take 
stands on referendums — abs- 
tained this time because of deep 
internal splits. 

The latest opinion' poll con- 
ducted by the Geneva newspaper 
La Suisse, showed that 48 percent 
opposed membership in the Uni- 
ted Nations, while only 34 per cent 
were in favour, with the balance 
undecided. 

Twenty per cent of those against 
membership cited the cost — an 
extra $104* million a year — as 
their main worry. 

But 32 per cent saw the danger 
to neutrality as the main reason 
for not joining, while 11 per cent 
said they feared for Swiss ind- 
ependence. 

Jean -Pierre Bonny, a radical 
Democrat member of parliament 
and U.N. opponent, says Swiss 
neutrality would be compromised, 
as in 1935 when the country, as a 
member of the League of Nations, 
was obliged to declare economic 
sanctions against farisf Italy. 

Though the United Nations all- 
ows neutral states to avoid joining 
military sanctions, article 41 of the 
U.N. charter requires all members 
to observe non-military sanctions. 


One Western diplomat said: "I 
think the middle of the year is 
going to be very tricky. Int- 
ernational unrest then could inc- 
rease pressure on governments 
abroad for more sanctions.” 
When he urged black pupils to 
return to school in January, Turn 
presented a nst of demands on 
education and said: 

“If the government after three 
months refuses these requests, 
then it must not just be the stu- 
dents who lay down their tools. I 
suggest that teachers, parents, 
workers, church leaders, uni- 
versity staff and students must all 
combine in a concerted effort to 
say stop.” 

He added: "At the end of 
March if these things are not hap- 
pening then I will be among those 
that wfl] call for punitive sanctions 
against the government.” 

Before his deadline runs out 
there is another potential fla- 
shpoint on March 22 when blacks 
throughout the country com- 
memorate the shooting by police 
of 69 people in Sharpeville in 
1960. 

On the same day Last year. 20 
blacks were shot down by pol- 
icemen at Langa in the Eastern 
Cape province. 

Then, on June 16, blacks will 
remember one of the most tra- 
umatic episodes in the country's 
turbulent race relations, the 10th 


AUDITORS' REPORT 


We have examined the Bal- 
ance Sheet of SSANGYONG 
CONSTRUCTION CO. LTD. - 
Jordan Branch (Foreign 
Limited Company) as at 31st 
December. 1985, and the 
related Profit and Loss Sta- 
tement for the year then 
ended, and have obtained 
the information and exp- 
lanations which we required 
for the purposes of our 
audit. 


In our opinion, and acc- 
ording to the books and 
vouchers of the company 
and to the information and 
explanations given to us, the 
accompanying Balance 
Sheet and Profit and Loss 
Statement present fairly the 
financial position of SSA- 
NGYONG CONSTRUCTION 
CO. LTD. - Jordan Branch, 
as at 31st December, 1985. 


Bawab & Co. 
Accountants & Auditors 
Amman 


Amman, 27th February, 1 986 


anniversary of nationwide riots 
which spread from Soweto tow- 
nship and ended I i months later 
with 575 deaths. 

About the same time, a dea- 
dline fgr apartheid reform set by 
the commonwealth group of nat- 
ions last year falls due. But Pre- 
toria has already said it would not 
accept time flames imposed by 
outsiders to change its racial laws. 

Western diplomats said the 
United States Congress is also 
expected to resume intensive deb- 
ate around mid-year on possible 
further sanctions to add to the lim- 
ited punitive measures imposed by 
President Reagan in October. 

The atmosphere is extremely 
tense in the black townships where 
most of the 1,300 victims of two 
years of racial violence have died 
and the analysts believe the ann- 
iversaries and deadlines could set 
off more bloody confrontations. 

Cheryl Carolus, an official of 
South Africa’s largest anti- 
apartheid group, the United 
Democratic Front, told a meeting 
in Cape Town on the night of 
March 11 “March 31 is going to 
come and the nation is going to 
respond.” 

She did not elaborate but her 
remark was seen as a warning of 
further protests if demands by 
black students were not met. 

Pupils who last year gave up cla- 
sses in favour of street battles with 


police want higher education sta- 
ndards. the removal of troops 
from their townships and the rel- 
ease of political detainees. 

A major anti-apartheid mov- 
ement grouping more- than 300 
■ black organisations, said on 
March 12 it would discuss calling a 
nationwide strike of black workers 
a fa meeting later this month. 

• Sadis Cooper, convenor of the 
Nationai’Foram, told a press con- 
ference this would be one of the 
topics discussed at a two-day mee- 
ting in Durban starting on March 
28. 

It would also consider proposals 
fora black boycott on payment of 
rents and the establishment of an 
alternative education system to 
that run by the white minority 
government. 

“These topics will be open for 
discussion and there is no way of 
knowing what will be decided,’’ 
Cooper said. 

A statement by the National 
Forum said: “Given the gov- 
ernment’s apparent message that 
it will not tolerate extra- 
parliamentary opposition at all 
despite its claims to reform, and 
that it understands only the lan- 
guage of violence, it becomes 
imperative that the National 
Forum reassess its various policy 
positions and its approach to the 
struggle realistically.” 


SSANGYONG CONSTRUCTION CO. LTD 
JORDAN BRANCH 
BALANCE SHEET 
AS AT 31 ST DECEMBER 1985 


ASSETS 


VEHICLES 

Less Accumulated Depreciation 
TOOLS 

Less Accumulated Depreciation 

Furniture and Fixtures 

Less Accumulated Depreciation 

TOTAL FIXED ASSETS 


Cash in hand and at 
banks (Note 3) 

Deposits 

Accounts receivable 
Other debit balances (Note 4) 


-LIABILITIES 
CURRENT LIABUJTIPg 
Accounts payable 
Accrued expenses 

HEAD OFFICE Pi run 
Registered capital m Jordan 
Ssangyong Construction Co: 
Ltd-Seoul 

Less accumulated losses 
(Note 5} 
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At last— sponsorship for theatre in Jordan | Lebanon’s telephone Help-Line 


J®^»ine Zananizi 
to the Jonbn Itoes 


-- Certainly the sce- 
h^?JS ked P rom *sing- Perfectly 
president, Ginny Tou- 
5*0 a chandelier-lit group of 
■ odd and avantgarde. The unb- 

2f en . included NabS Saw- 
“aa, the sardonic director of chi- 
ia J2 c s “tertamment, youthfully 
reoelfious young director Sawsan 
fe? wwaza, playwright Jamil Awad 
f accompanied by his wife Juliette, a 
f sn «mg woman of resolute cha- 
racter, and Ibr ahim Abu Nabb, 

a pleasantly smiling man ho lding a 
folded, magazin e. An impressive 
s ®®nnrio for the denouement of a 
who dunniL However the pro- 
cec dings in question were rather 
more who will do it. The Royal 
j Theatre Club (RTC), explains 
president Ginny Tonkan, wishes 
to encourage Arabic theatre in 
Jordan and funds are available 
from die R.T.C. The circle looks 
decidedly interested. 

V Act one of the Royal Theatre 
started in 1983 when a small 
group of theatre lovers banded 
together to form the basis of the 
now flourishing semi-professional 
theatrical sponsors. 

Act two introduced some ext- 
remely successful musicals dir- 
ected by Mrs. Vanessa Batrouni 
and a comedy “You’re a Good 
Man Charlie Brown." Financially 
rewarding and well received by 
the productions established the 
group on a professional standing. 

Act three however promises to 
transform die clique of tbeatre- 
lovers into a mainstream force 
behind Arabic theatre in Jordan, 
provided of course loal directors 
jind playwrights meet the cha- 
Ilange. 

Theatre in Jordan is a recent 
phenomenon, and does not have a 
tradition in Arab culture. Alt- 
hough Arab poetry was often rec- 
ited and sometimes sung before an 
audience, the step towards theatre 
was never taken. Strangely, pup- 
petry evolved in the area from' 
whence it spread to Europe. 

Arab theatre 

In modem times theatre has 
taken die Arab World by storm. 
*5gypt is considered the heart of 
modem Arab theatre with its huge 
spectrum of plays, ranging from 
lengthy comedies to melodramas. 
Kuwait too has developed a local 
theatre complementing its other 
quickly advancing media mon- 


opolies. Lebanon produces plays 
as convoluted and divergent as its 
.diverse political spectrum. Iraq 
and Syria have also developed an 
indigenous theatrical movement 
Theatre, however, is a newcomer 
to die arts here. 

A small Jabai Lweibdeh place 
named after Jordanian actor 
Usama Machini presents local 
productions for Amman aud- 
iences. The Royal Cultural Centre 
fosters both Jordanian and foreign 
plays and has proved a boon to 
local thespians. Television too has 
often provided bread and butter 
forlocal’directors, actors and mus- 
icians. 

Jordan does not lack theatres 
ami certainly there are a small 
number of mien ted actors, exp- 
erienced directors and pla- 
ywrights. Financial constraints 

however have continuously dog- 
ged local theatrical development 
and directors are often expected 
to pat up all the backing for their 
plays. ‘.'Some of the money is fea- 
sible but all are really asking too 
much,” comments Sawsan Dar- 
waza. 

The R.T.C. act three proposals 
come at an opportune time. Cer- 
tainly directors and writers buzzed 
with excitement at the prospect of 
backing for their work. 

Children's plays 

An immediate and apparent 
agreement between die R.T.C and 
writers or directors spanned the 
option of children's theatre. Anne 
Sawalha, R.T.C. treasurer says: 
“We want to create interest in die 
theatre in the new generation.’’ 
Jamil Awad who has written sev- 
eral children’s plays directed by 
his wife Juliette, immediately rec- 
alls his sketches written for the 
“International Day of the Book." 
Based on traditions from various 
countries throughout the world, 
the plays, he says, could easily be 
set to music and provide an ent- 
ertaining and educational the- 
atrical experience for Amman's 
children. 

'Mr. Awad maintains theatre is 
necessary for both young and old. 
“It is a civilising influence" he 
comments, “as it causes people to 
look at themselves and the rest of 
the world with altered per- 
ception." Neither is theatre a bou- 
rgeois entertainment, adds Mr. 
Awad, “if you plan to talk to all 
people then you will find them." 
For Mr. Awad the role of the pla- 
ywright is a serious one. We live 


in difficult times," he stresses, 
“and we have to describe our cir- 
cumstances through art" 

As director erf the Haya Arts 
Centre, Nabfl Sawalha has inf- 
luenced the creative lives of tho- 
usands of children in Amman. He 
is not prepared to discuss theatre 
and with a disdainful shrug ann- 
ounces, ‘Tm disappointed with 
the Arab theatre" and he returns 
to the more immediate problem of 
recanting a story for director You- 
sef Bazian. 

A serious theatre devotee, once 
offered a scholarship to study with 
die Royal Shakespeare Company, 
Mr. Bazian masquerades during 
light hours as a banker. He is 
happy to discuss the problems of 
theatre in Jordan. Theatrical arts 
flounder here for two reasons, he 
maintains, “firstly tack of fol- 

lowed by inadequate funding.” 
Mr. Bazian believes that Jordan 
has “sufficient talen t and fac- 
ilities’ ' for a serious sortie into 
more advanced productions. 

Sawsan Daiwaza, greets the 
Royal Theatre Club’s proposals 
with delight- “I have something in 
mind," she says. Ms. Daiwaza tea-, 
listkally Tuamtains theatre is a 
luxury in Jordan as she says it is a 
very young country. She feels the- 
atre will largely remain in the 
domain of entertainment for some 
firm* to 00 me. 

Future plans 

How does the Royal Theatre 
Club view the future of theatre in 
Jordan? “Oh we are ambitious,” 
says Anne Sawalha. Quickly run- 
ning over die dub’s past theatrical 
successes, she launches into then- 
vision of the future. “We want to 
involve lads in the theatre, create 
a new generation not only pas- 
sively appreciative of the threatre 
but actively involved in it too.” In 
the coming months, she says, the 
dub will hold a tap dancing wor- 
kshop and a month-long dr ama 
school both for children. Next 
month their production of 
“ Annie " wfll be staged. Shortly 
after, in cooperation with the Uni- 
ted States Information Service 
(USIS) they are to sponsor a tour 
by the American Minnesota 
Opera Company. 

Prospects for future theatre 
appear promising for Jordan fol- 
lowing die Royal Theatre Cub’s 
proposal. The spotlightis now def- 
initely an local directors and pla- 
ywrights. What will they give us as 
act four ? 


Imelda Marcos left behind 
veritable department store 


By Alex Gaw 

The Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines — When 
she fle$l the Philippines, Imelda 
Marcos left behind enough exp- 
ensive designer clothes, shoes, 
handbags and other accessories to 
^Jla department store, a journalist 
who visited the basement holding 
die wardrobe said last Monday. 

The former first lady had a rep- 
utation for lavishness, but until 
she. and former strongman Fer- 
dinand E. Marcos were deposed 
two weeks ago, no one knew the 
extent of Mrs. Marcos’ ext- 
ravagance. 

Some of Mrs. Marcos' personal 
articles could be found in a dre- 
ssing room next to her bedroom, 
but the bulk of her clothing was in 
a basement below the family's pri- 
vate quarters. 

There, in a room measuring 
about 21 by 21 metres, were hun- 
dreds of Mrs. Marcos’ dothes, 
shoes and accessories, arranged 
c .neatly in racks or shelves. A stack 
of Louis Vuitton suitcases lay on 
the floor, near a seven-foot high 
mirro r. 

“It looked like a mini- depart- 
ment store, but it was bizarre. 


Everything was the same sue,” 
British photo journalist Alex 
Bowie, who visited the basement 
while covering U.S. Rep. Stephen 
Solaiz last weekend, told the Ass- 
ociated Press. 

The Manila newspaper Times 
Journal Monday reported Bea 
Zobei, the wife of a wealthy Fil- 
ipino industrialist, as saying she 
was flabbergasted by the opulent 
display. 

Mrs. Zobei, who volunteered to 
help president Corazon Aquino’s 
government sort out the Mar- 
coses’ possessions at die palace 
said bills left in drawers showed 
Mrs. Marcos at one time bought 
$1 milli on worth of jewellery in 
the morning and antiques totalling 
S2 million later in the afternoon, 
according to the report. 

The journal, owned by a bro- 
ther of Mrs. Marcos, said receipt 
was also recovered which showed 
she had run up a $107,000 tab for 
an evening gown and six silk dre- 
sses from the Italian designer Val- 
entino. the clothes had been sold 
at the palace, the bill showed. 

The report said there were an 
estimated 3,000 pairs of shoes, 
many of them expensive editions 
from name designers such as 


Gucci. Ungaro and Charles Jou- 
rdan. 

There were also 68 pairs of glo- 
ves, and in one comer were five 
shelves of unused Gucci han- 
dbags, all with their price tags att- 
ached. 

Asked several years ago to exp- 
lain her lavish lifestyle, Mis. Mar- 
cos replied, “Fffipinos want bea- 
uty. I have to look beautiful so that 
the poor Filipinos will have a star 
to look at from their slums.” 

The articles were left behind 
when Mrs. Marcos and her family 
hastily fled the- palace Feb. 25, 
after it became clear they had lost 
the people’s support. 

Mrs. Marcos is believed to have 
taken her jewellery, estimated to 
be worth several mMon dollars, 
with her to Hawaii, where the 
Marcoses are now staying. Most of 
the jewellery boxes in her quarters 
were empty, although a cache of 
pearls said to be among the things 
she would give as presents to fri- 
ends remained in a safe in another, 
room. 

The government hasn’t said 
what it would do with the Marcos’ 
personal belongings, but so me off- 
icials have proposed that they be 
preserved for the public to see. 


Celebrate Cfje bearing <81 Wqi #reen 

Irish eyes are smiling on the 17th as we all celebrate St. Patrick’s Day at the 
Marriott. 

How do we remember the wearing of the green? 'Look at what we have in 
store for Ireland's favorite day: 

l 

AL MANSAF 

Traditional, homemade fare 
the old country way and. in the 
spirit of the day - half price on all 
Irish drinks. 

AjL RASABA 

- Join our beer . drinking contest 
a nd the winner takes home a 
magnum of champagne. Wear 
green and all drinks are half 
price . 

jtere's hoping to see you in 
clover on St. Patrick's at the 
Marriott. 

st. Patrick's Day at The Marriott. 



AMMAN 



draws war-weary and the obscene 


By Diana Abdallah 

Reuser 

BEIRUT — An emergency tel- 
ephone service set up to help Leb- 
anese cope with the problems of 
living through nearly 1 1 years of 
civil war attracts mainly the dep- 
ressed and tiie obscene. 

Katie Saroufim, coordinator of 
Beiruf s first and only telephone 
distress project, said one third of 


calls fielded by 20 student vol- 
unteers were obscene. 

"It is true similar programmes 
around the world receive such 
calls, but in Lebanon it seems the 
desire erf some people to shock us 
is very frequent,” said Katie. 25. 

One possible explanation was 
that despite the social and eco- 
nomic upheaval of war, people 
from a tradition-bound society 
sought an anonymous outlet for 



CONTRAST! Albert Pemitsch a 299 kflogrammes heavy, 
from Austria and 245.7 centimetre tall Gabriel E. Moojane from 
Mozambique meet as Shigeo Nagashlma (right), a former Tokyo’s 
Yn mfcir l Giants baseball star, looks on in a TV show entitled 
“Guinness Bock’s World Records” in Tokyo on Sunday, March 
10. 


peat-up feelings. 

“Help-Lme” was launched 12 
months ago by Doctor Nohad 
Tomeh, who worked in a similar 
programme in the United States. 

' 4 He thought that with the eno- 
rmous problems the Lebanese 
face, it was important to start this 
programme,” Katie said. 

"But since then we got only one 
suicide calL Afew others are from 
depressed people who have dif- 
ficulty coping with the stress of 
continuous conflict.” 

One of the major difficulties 
Help-Line found was simply get- 
ting its single telephone Kne. 

Telephone links in the capital 
are notoriously fickle, and people 
so mettmes have to wait years for a 
telephone. 1 

"It took us one year to get this 
line installed although it is ess- 
ential for our work,” Katie said. 

Some callers treated Help-Line 
as a joke or used it to pass the 
time, butotbers called to complain 
about their anxiety in a country at 
war with itself. 

"One mili tia man said he was 
tired of fi ghting and wanted a 
job," said Gibran, a 25-year-old 
student. 

“One woman sought our opi- 
nion about a fancy dress she wan- 
ted to wear to a Halloween party," 
said Nadia, a 21 -year-old uni- 
versity student. 

Katie said the only personal 
problem which Lebanese seemed 
to have in common with users of 
similar telephone distress lines 
around the world was the issue of 
romance, with teenagers seeking 
advice on their relationships. 

One frequent complaint was by 
young people from different rel- 
igious sects who wish to marry but 
were prevented by the country’s 
sectarian society. 

Nadia said the volunteers were 
often asked to play matchmakers 
and set up dates. Very often they 
ask us for dates, too,” she said 
with a laugh. 

Gibran said he tried to refer 
lonely people to join social gro- 
ups. “ 





Loweixkh streets are green, dean and not very busy (photo by 
Lfiiane Ayoub) 

A soft-spot for Luweibdeh 


By Liliane Ayoob 

I LOVE Jebel Luweibdeh. What 
is it about that area which attracts 
me so much? 

As soon as one drives into Luw- 
eibdeh. one cannot but feel the 
distinctive charm it has. Luw- 
eibdeh is a sort of an oasis in the 
sense that it is not a cross-roads. 
One does not usually pass through 
it in order to reach anolher des- 
tination. This makes Luwefedeh a 
private area. Its narrower roads 
rarely get congested, rush hour is 
still unheard of. 

The closely-knitted bouses in 
Luweibdeh are hardly spaced; this 
emanates a feeling ofjroziness and 
friendliness, as compared to say, 
to tile newer residential areas 
where houses are built on larger 
lots with large gardens and are dis- 
tinctly separated by well-defined 
fences, which gives the feeling of 
exclusiveness and also of ali- 
enation. In these news areas, it is 
unlikely to see a pedestrian, sho- 
pping bags in hand, just dropping 
by a friendly neighbour for a chat 
at the door or for a quick cup of 
coffee. In Luweibdeh, one still 
migh t. 

Luweibdeh is mostly nei- 
ghbourly. The frequent complaint 
I hear from friends who have 
moved from Luweibdeh is: “Oh, 
we miss our neighbours and fri- 
ends. They used to just drop by. 
Now,' we see them less often and 
only by appointment" 

As I don't live in Luweibdeh, I 
find' the minutest excuse, time 
pe rmitting, to drive there, be it to 


buy vegetables, groceries or wha- 
tever. I’d swear that the sizzling 
fdafet which they fry on the pre- 
mises is tine tastiest In spite or the 
number of shops and boutiques 
that are continuously sprouting 
along its main roads, still, the 
place does not scream com- 
mercial. It still retains its local, 
quaint atmosphere. One can shop 
at leisure, unhurried. Name it, 
from fancy chocolates to diina, 
one can buy most things there. 
There is even a couple of souvenir 
shops which besides selling the 
local artisanat also provide ant- 
ique silver chains and jewelry, 
coins, old embroidered traditional 
dresses, chests inlaid with 
mother-of-pearl, and the such. 

One day, if Amman is ever to 
have a street exclusively allocated 
to pedestrians, I envisage that the 
mam street of Luweibdeh, starting 
at the Terra Sancta shopping cen- 
tre and ending at Khalaf Stores 
.would be the ideal location. I can 
see that there will be a number of 
open-air cafes and restaurants, 
along with shops and maybe som- 
eone playing the Rababa in the 
b ackground 

Even if that street might be 
crowded wife tourists and also 
Jordanians, I am almost sure that 
tire place will still retain its local 
tondi; it will not scream com- 
mercial. 

The touch of Luweibdeh will 
still prevaiL 

No matter how far A mman will 
stretch, Luweibdeh will remain a 
soft-spot to me. I will always go 
back there, in search of that par- 
ticular feel. 
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Liverpool closes 
Everton; United 


on 

loses 


LONDON 1 Agencies) — Liverpool moved within 
two points of Merseyside neighbour and standings 
leader Everton Saturday by winning 2-1 at Sou- 
thampton as the English soccer championship race 
hotted up. 


With reigning. champion Eve- 
rtoa playing Sunday for the ben- 
efit of live television coverage. 
Liverpool took advantage of clo- 
sing the gap. while long-time lea- 
der Manchester United lost fur- 
ther ground on the leader by los- 
ing 1-0 at Queens Park Rangers. 

Liverpool had to come from 
behind with goals by John Wark 
and lan Rush after Southampton 
had taken the lead at the dell thr- 
ough George Lawrence. 

Although Liverpool now has 63 
points to Evercon's 65. the cha- 
mpion has two games in hand and 
can regain its five point advantage 
by beating fourth placed Chelsea 
at home Sunday - 

A single goal by John Byrne 
gave Rangers the edge over a 
Manchester side, whose season 
has nose-dived. 

United left its off-form Welsh 
international striker. Mark Hug- 
hes — expected to join Spanish 
champion Barcelone at the end of 
the season — out of its line-up. 
and introduced new signing Peter 
Davenport, an English int- 
ernational. 

But the change failed to spur the 
team although Davenport had a 
goal disallowed and co-striker 
Frank Stapleton missed an easy 


chance. 

Manchester United remained in 
third place in the standings with 
inactive Chelsea staying fourth. 
Arsenal downed West Ham Uni- 
ted 1-0 to leapfrog into fifth place 
over its London neighbour, whose 
English international defender. 
Alvin Martin, was sent off. 

Tony Woodcock, who is exp- 
ected to be one of Martin’s 
team-mates in the England squad 
for this summer's World Cup fin- 
als in Mexico, scored Arsenal's 
goal with 13 minutes remaining. 

Oxford United, which secured 
its first ever trip to Wembley in the 
Milk Cup final during the week, 
eased its relegation worries by 
becoming only the second visiting 
team this season to post a league 
victory on Luton Town's artificial 
surface. 

Oxford, which faces Queens 
Park Rangers in the April 20 final, 
came from behind to win 2-1. 

As the relegation dog-fight int- 
ensified. Aston Villa, the team 
Oxford beat to gain the final, scr- 
ambled a point at Nottingham 
Forest. 

Asa result of its l-I draw. Villa 
crepe closer in the standings to the 
team above — Ipswich Town — 
which squandered a 1-0 lead and 


lost 3-1 at Newcastle United. 

Villa's central English nei- 
ghbours. Birmingham City and 
West Bromwich Albion, wasted 
their home games and slipped clo- 
ser to the drop. Birmingham tum- 
bled 1-2 to improving Tottenham 
Hotspur while Albion was held 
2-2 by Leicester City. 

Hearts equalled the Scottish 
Premier League record of 24 
games without defeat with a smo- 
oth 2-0 home win over bottom 
club Motherwell in Edinburgh. 

Goals by player-manager Alex 
MacDonald and John Robertson 
kept Hearts firmly at the top with 
39 points from 28 games and there 
was further good news when the 
three chasing dubs all dropped 
points. 

Second-placed Dundee United 
slipped three points behind — 
though they have two games in 
hand — by drawing 1 -l at Celtic 
while Aberdeen fell four points 
adrift after sharing the spoils at St. 
Mirren. 

Davie Dodds put United ahead 
in the first half but Celtic, lying 
handily-placed in fourth spot, sna- 
tched an 8 1st minute equaliser 
through Muxdo MacLeod. 

Aberdeen seldom do well at 
Paisley and that run appeared to 
be continuing when Steve Clarke 
shot St. Mirren in front. Int- 
ernational sweeper Willie Miller, 
frustrated by the efforts of his str- 
ikers, salvaged what could be a 
crucial point for Aberdeen in the 
dying minutes. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


FIFA lifts ban on Kuwait 

KUWAIT (R) — The Federation of International Football Ass- 
ociation (FIFA) has lifted a soccer ban on Kuwait, enabling it to 
take part in a Gulf Arab tournament in Bahrain this month, the 
Kuwait News Agency KUNA said. The ban was imposed in 
January after what FIFA said were violations of its regulations, 
amid turmoil in the local administration of the game stemming 
from alleged misuse of state funds. KUNA quoted Kuwait Foo- 
tball Association (KFA) Chairman Abdul Aziz A1 Makhled as 
saying FIFA advised die KFA of the lifting of die ban last evening. 
Kuwait, he said, would thus be able to take pan in the eighth Gulf 
Soccer Championship from March 20 to April 7. Kuwait has won 
the tide four times. 

Boxer falls into coma after fight 

LONDON (AP) — Scottish welterweight champion Steve Watt 
was “critical but stable" after sinking into a coma following a 
non-tide fight Friday night, a hospital official said Saturday. Watt, 
who was fi ghting local favourite Rocky Kelly at the West London 
Hotel, collapsed as he returned to his corner after the fight had 
bran stopped in Kelly’s favour, according to a report by the 
British domestic news agency. Press Association. The agency 
quoted Carol Gunn, wife of the 27 -year-old fighter's manager. 
Dick Gunn, as saying: “Steve did not appear to have fallen as a 
result of a knock-out. He just collapsed as he walked back to his 
corner P. A- said Watt was carried from the ring on a stretcher 
and taken immediately to nearby Charing Cross Hospital, where 
surgeons operated to remove a blood clot. 


Favoured Algeria makes 
an early exit, travels home 


Werder maintains lead over Bayern 

utes into the match. 

Roland Wohlfanh capitalised 
on another dreadful mistake by 
Mannheim's defenders to score 
Bayern's fourth goal in the 34th. 

WenJer B remao survived Ein- 
tracht Frankfurt's domination for 
most of the game and kept its 
championship hopes high with two 
late goals. 

Frankfurt wasted a score of 
promising scoring opportunities 
and paid the price for its ine- 
fficiency in front of the goal. 

Guenter Hermann gave Bre- 
men the lead in the 79th minute 
with a drive from the edge of the 
area and Japanese international 
Yasukiho Okudra, who replaced 
Norbert Meier in the 74th. got the 
insurance' goal in the last minute. 

Frankfurt 


FRANKFURT. West Germany 
(AP) — Werder Bremen clinched 
a 2-0 away victory over Eintracht 
Frankfurt Saturday to maintain its 
four-point lead in the West Ger- 
man First Soccer D his ion over 
Bayern Munich. 

Bayern, completely recovered 
from its shock 3-2 defeat at ht«me_ 
against Fortuna Ducssddorf one 
week ago. went on the road to 
thrash N^uldhof Mannheim 4-0. 

Veteran striker Dieter Hoeness 
scored twice within the first 15 
minutes to pace the defending 
champions as Bayern fired in afl 
four goals in the first half. 

Borussia Moenchengladbach 
led twice but had to settle fora 2-2 
draw away to Bochum to saf- 
eguard its ’third place. 

Struggling Fortuna Duesseldorf 
failed to continue its giant-killing 
march and was buried 7 -U at home 


by Stuttgart. 

Juergen Klinsmann paced the 
visitors to become the first Bun- 
desliga player this season to score 
five goals in one match and bring 
his championship total to 12. 

Hamburger SV had an easy 4-0 
victory at home over FC Saa- 
rbruecken to stay in the fourth 
place. 

Baye m . play ing wilhou i in j ure J 
international sweeper Klaus Aug- 
enthaler. shocked 30.000 Man- 
nheim fans with a furious off- 
ensive in the opening minutes. 

Hoeness was the hero of the vic- 
tory . heading in Bayern's first goal 
in the 7th minute, setting up Nor- 
bert Nachtwey's in the 13th and 
then picking up a loose hall .to 
drive home from close ranee two 
minutes later fogh-e the Bavarians ^disappointing 25.000 
an unbeatable lead just 15 min- fans. 


By Hamza Hendawi 

Reuter 

ALEXANDRIA, Egypt — Tip- 
ped at the outset as hot fav- 
ourities. World Cup finalists Alg- 
eria were leaving for home Sat- 
urday after failing to reach the 
second round of the African Nat- 
ions' Cup. 

They blamed their lacklustre 
performance in Group B on the 
absence of key players and pro- 
mised the world would see a dif- 
ferent side in Mexico, where they 
are drawn in a group with Spain. 
Northern Ireland and mighty Bra- 
zil. 

In their round-robin matches 
here, they drew 0-0 with both 
Zambia and fellow Mexico fin- 
alists Morocco and went down 2-3 
to more powerful Cameroun Fri- 
day night after leading 1-0 20 
minutes into the second half. 

"The Zambia match was crucial 
and the fact we drew made our 
next encounter against Cameroun 
more difficult.” coach Rabah Saa- 
dane told reporters. 

"Giraeroun’s equaliser had a 
negative psychological effect on 
my players after which we started . 
to make mistakes in defence.” he 
added. 

Among key players missing 
from Algeria's squad were striker 


Lakhdar Belloumi through injury, 
winger Salah Assad of French club 
Mulhouse. Rachid Harkouk of 
English Second Division club 
Notts County and Sherif Oudjani 
of French side Laval. 

Forward Rabah Nadjer of Por- 
tuguese club Porto said that when 
those absent were back in the 
squad “We will show an alt- 
ogether different face in Mexico." 

Also homebound Saturday are 
Zambia, whose draw with Algeria 
on Tuesday gave them a lone point 
from three matches. 

. "It was sheer hard luck and our. 
defeat by Cameroun in the ope- 
ning match was crucial." Zambia 
coach Brightweil Banda told Reu- 
ters Saturday. 

"We were ready for the tou- 
rnament but as in any cha- 
mpionship the team which cannot 
get a point from their first group 
match often have to bow out." 
Banda said. 

"My boys' morale is naturally 
veTy low. but they are gradually 
accepting die fact that they are 
out." he added. 

Zambia have so far reached the 
finals of this 29-year-old tou- 
rnament four times, without once, 
lifting the trophy. They hope to 
make the breakthrough when they 
play hosts in 1988. 


bgypt, Morocco to face off in Cairo 


By Hamza Hendawf 

Reuter 

ALEXANDRIA. Egypt -- World 
Cup finalists Morocco moved to 
Cairo Saturday to prepare for 
what promises to be a heated clash 
with host team Egypt on Monday 
in the semi-finals of the African 
Nations’ Football Cup. 

Ivory Coast, meanwhile, tra? 
veiled from Cairo to this Med- 
iterranean city for their same day 
tie against tideholders Cameroun'. 
most prolific scorers in the tou- 
rnament so far. ' 

The final round-robin pi a rings, 
derided in Alexandria Friday gua- 
rantee an Arab- African final in 
Cairo March 21- 

Egypt have long been looking 
forwanl to a chance to replay 
Morocco and avenge the 0-2 agg- 
regate defeat with which the able 
North Africans eliminated them 
from the World Cup qaalifying 
rounds last year. 

Egypt held Morocco to a sco- 
reless draw on home territory in 
July but Morocco won the return 
match 2-0 two weeks later. 

The Monday match is expected 
to attract a capacity crowd to 
Cairo's 100,000-seat Int- 
ernational Stadium, the largest in 
Africa, and Morocco's Brazilian- 
bora coach Jose Faria conceded 
this might give the hosts an edge. 

"They will have the crowd, but 
we will have ourselves to rely on 
and I trust this." he told Reuters. 

“The Egyptians have changed a 
little since July and will be out for 
revenge. But T m certain my pla- 
yers still have more in reserve and 
we are going all the way up.” he 
added. 

The vocal Egyptian spectators 
helped throw Ivory Coast off bal- 


ance to give the Egyptians a 2-0 
victory last Monday. Ivorian tra- 
iner Pancho Gonzales said the din 
intimidated his unfortunate team. 

■*My players were terrified. But 
the situation would be completely 
different if we were to meet the 
Egyptians again.” Gonzales told 
reporters. 

The home squad heard some 
welcome news Friday when the 
organising committee announced 
that star striker Taher Abu Zeid. 
top scorer in the 1 984 cup in Abi- 
djan, could play Monday. 

Abu Zeid got his second war- 
ning of the event last Thursday for 
parading round the track in tri- 
umph after his second goal against 
Mozambique clinched Egypt’s 
semz-Sna) berth. 

But the committee overruled 
Tanzanian referee Hafiz Ali 
Taher on the grounds that the 
misdemeanour was not suf- 
ficiently grave for a full warning. 

Egypt, who last won the African 
Nations' Cup in 1959 and last pla- 
yed in a final in 1962. have tra- 
ditionally been an inconsistent 
side dependent on enthusiasm 
rather than tactics. 

They finished top of the Cairo 
Group A round-robin with 2-0 
wins over Ivory Coast and Moz- 
ambique, following a shock 0-1 
defeat by Senegal in the eight- 
nation tournament’s first match 
on March 7. 

For Morocco, France-based str- 
iker Merry Kri mail has been the 
key man behind Morocco’s jou- 
rney to Cairo. 

The Le Havre forward scored 
the goal that eliminated Zambia 
1 -0 Friday night and gave his team 
a 1-0 lead against Cameroun on 
Tuesday before Roger Milla equ- 
alised for the tideholders in the 
dying minutes of the match. 


Krimau tea ras up well with Aziz 
Bouderbala of Swiss club Sion, 
who provided two passes' from 
which Krimau scored against both 
Zambia and Cameroun. 

Cameroun, with seven goals io 
their credit from the three round- 
robin matches, are riding a wave 
of confidence after their drama- 
packed triumph over Algeria Fri- 
day night. 

Their abDity to recover from ini- 
tial setbacks has captured the ima- 
ginations of the small but app- 
reciative crowds that turned out to 
watch them here. 

Milla. a 33-year-old striker with 
France's St. Etienne, has proved 
to be Cameroon's most valuable 
possession, scoring three goals 
and setting up another three in as 
man y matches. 

An opportunist with an exc- 
ellent sense of position. Milla has 
proved closely in time with Ernest 
Ebongue and Louis Paul Mfede in 
attack. 

“We play fancy football that 
entertains die crowd, who must 
always go home thinking they got 
their money's worth.”. Cameroun 
coach Gaude Le Roy told Reu- 
ters. 

“ My players are in high morale 
and they are physically fit. We are 
ready for two hours of football if 
need be,” he added before a tra- 
ining session concentrating on 
defence tactics. 

Ivory Coast are no less of a force 
to reckon with and Le Roy said 
their forward trio of Youssouf 
Fofana, Abdonlaye Traore and 
Pascal N'dri was likely to menace 
his defenders. 

Ivory coast lost 0-2 to- Egypt 
and beat Mozambique 3-0 before 
edging Senegal 1-0 for a semi- 
final berth on goal difference. 


LISBON (R) — Olympic mar- 
athon champion Carlos Lopes, 
who is struggling to recover his 
form after injury problems, will 
not defend his title at the World 
Cross Country Championships in 
Switzerland on March 23. 

The 39-year-old Portuguese 
athlete, whose single-minded pur- 
suit of excellence has made him a 
national hero, is not included in 
the Portuguese men's team to take 
pan in the championships at Neu- 
chatel. 

The reason for Lopes' absence 
is his poor form. In the Tokyo 
marathon last month, he dis- 
appointed both himself and his 
fans by pulling out after 19 kH- 
-qmetres complaining of leg: pains: 

"I wasnT-ia foe - best physical 
condition... but I had to race to 
honour commitments made.” be 


time of two hours seven minutes 
1 1 seconds in the Rotterdam Mar- 
athon. 

Beset by injury since then, 
Lopes, a taciturn and enigmatic 
athlete, has kept a low profile and 
did not nm in the National Cross 
Country Championships this 


competition but has since said he 
wants to win one more major int- 
ernational marathon. 

“A marathon in the UnitedSta- 
tes some time at the end of the 
year would be a strong pos- 
sibility.” hesajd. 



ALWAHA STORES 


THE HOUSING BANK COMPLEX BRANCH 


WELCOMES YOU 


SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 


FROM 


9 AM . d 


PM 



TEL. 604237 


FREE PARKING 


FURNISHED FLATS FOR RENT 

1- Roof-top flat consisting of one bearoom and a lounge with 
a large terrace and central heating. Annual rent JD 1,300. 

2- Second floor flat consisting of two bedrooms, salon, din- 
ing room, glassed-in-veranda, central heating. Annual 
rent: JD 2500. 

Location: Jabal Amman. Fourth Circle 

Call: 673925 and 651190 


Lendl stops fellow Czech 

MILAN, Italy (R) —World num- 
ber one Ivan Lendl beat fellow- 


Prix circuit 

Czechoslovak Mfloslav Mecjr 7-5 

6-4 Saturday toreadx-tfae final ofi ^ ^ ^ 

the Milan Grand Prix tennis tou- 


rnament. 

Lendl took one hour 47 minutes 
to overcome his opponent and 
book a place in the final against 
the winner of the other all- 
Swedish semifinal between And- 
ers Jarryd and Joakim Nystrom. 

It was Lendl's 2 1st consecutive 
win in Grand Prix tennis this year 
and the first time the two Cze- 
choslovaks had met on the Grand 


bgfched powerfully. Meek, serving 
cleanly and effectively, swept, the 
first game without dropping a 
point. 

He appeared to have made the 
vital breakthrough in the ninth 
game when he broke Mecir's serve 
to lead 5-4. Mecir hit back imm- 
ediately though, breaking Lendl's 
serve to draw even at 5-5. But 
Lendl broke Mecir again and then 
held serve to take the first set. 


FOR SALE 


Fev, artistic, iocaily mace A rapes cue des 
^ a no -crafted hand-painted, chairs mi-rors 
and tables. 

Contact Tel: 811 964 


FOR SALE AT VERY LOW PRICES 

CAR: 

BMW 518, model 1983, colour Sahara beige, KM 54,000. 
Duty NOT paid. Perfect condition. 

FURNITURE FOR: 

Dining room, living room, bedroom, office plus TV, ref- 
rigerator, washing machine, electric cooker, stereo radio 
and many other things. From German family. 

Contact: Amman phone 664066 
after 2:00 p.m. 

Ask for Mr. Hetaenreich 

Location : 


t 


==f' 


FIT 


■c-Tr; 


WANTED 


Ambitious men and women to join annually-formed pro- 
fessional division supported by a group of companies. 

Wages will depend on qualifications, past experience and 
ability. Fluent English and outgoing personality a must. 
Some technical knowledge will be an advantage, but not 
essential as full training is provided. 

All nationalities win be considered. For more details, ple- 
ase call 635536 during office hours. 


TIME 


WHEELING OUT THE STARS - Parliamentary Ele- 
ctions in France President Left/Premier Right? 
THE FACE THAT VANISHED — Sweden mourns 
murdered Prime Minister. 

THE HAUNTING OF KURT WALDHEIM — Austria 
unpeels story of candidates’s war years 
LAMB BRAINS FOR INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS — 
France boycotts New Zealand products 
SPACE CRAFT MEETS COMET — Soviet Union 
space craft photographs’ Halley's Comet 
BREAKING UNION SHACKLES — Publishers Shah 
and Murdoch break union veto on publishing tec- 
hnology 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near AhUyyah Girls Sc/too/ 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 


Dei 638968 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch and dinner FRIDAY 

Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 



CHINESE 
" RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese food 
Friendly service 
Convenient location 

Also take-away service 

Open daily: Noon - 3:30 pjn. <£ 
6:30 pm. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle. 
GppOShB to 
AkOah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 

ABOVE HOMAM . 
SUPERMARKET 

Take away service available 

Open daily 11:30 - 3:30 - 
and 6:30 - 11:00 

AQABA 
Tel: 03-314415 



Lopes to miss marathon title defence 
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Cairo allows private 
companies to import 
essential food items 


CAIRO |R}— The Egyptian gav- 
cm men U faciag a fozdgn currency 
crisis, to* enuveti fovnifiis cutting' 
sutc subsidies while protectmi; 
the poor -by authorising private 
firms to import essential ftxxi 
items. _ 

Supply anti Internal Trade Min- 
ister Vagi Shafts issued a decree 
Friday onedk&E an old law ban* 
ning private firms from importing 
vital goods as sugar, tea. cooking 
oh. tvx, meat and poultry. 

These poods have been sold at 
subsidised prices in sutc-uwnvd 
cooperative simps against radon 
card*. ' ... 

The semi-official daily A! 
Abram said this was the first time 
the private sector had been all- 
owed to import essential foods 
into Egypt. where the state has 
played e major economic role 
since the.cariy 1950s. 

It will allow- private traders to 
import and. sen basic food* to 
bcrteMtff Egypnaas prepared to 
pay wyte for better quality gumk 
without qaeueing, while poorer 
people wd I -still her able to huy- 
ibe m a I lowpria^ in cooperative;, , 

The decree appeared in fine 
wifo ^ government efforts to raise 
prices ofbasfc goods — subsidised 


by the state a! a cost of more than 
S2 biHioR a year — and respect 
presidential orders not to dis- 
advantage the poor. 

Prime Mimster AiiLum told Al 
Ahram in an interview published 
Friday be would soon announce 

oew measures to ensure sub- 
sidised goods reached only "those 
who dewr them." 

To cumroi prices of privoidy- 
imported goods, the euvemmem 
decree set the mraimum legal pro- 
fit at 30 per cent. 

Egypt, burdened by a s30 bil- 
lion foreign debt, imports half the 
food needed for is 49 million 
people. 

A recent sharp drop in dollar 
earning* from oil. tourism and 
transfer* home by expatriate wor- 
kers has heigh teflrd it* economic 
crisis. 

The government hits been 
under pressure from the United 
States and other creditor* to cut 
subsidies and rube prior* of sen- 
sitive consumer items such as 
fuel and electricity. 

Washington Thursday agreed to 
release MSU mil bon in aid, frozen 
last month pending economic ref- 
orm*. to help Egypt tackle iht- 
eiri> 


efence 


Norway to raise taxes, 
prime public spending 


OSLO f Rj — Norway, hard hit by 
lutnWaag world prices for the oil it 
produces, said Friday it would 
.raise selected consumer taxes and 
s' prune public spending to recoup 
lost state' asergy revenues. 

Finance Minister Rolf Prcsihus 
sail the asterity package. sent to 
parliament for approval, would 
raise two button crowns ($285 mil- 
lion). He warned it amid be just 
the first in a scries of measures 
needed to c ompens ate for a pre- 
dicted 69 percent drop in state oil 
revenue this year. 

“Very few Norwegian* und- 
erstand the disaster lower oil pri- 
ces spell for. our economy," Mr. 
Pres thus commented. 

He -said, most of the money 
_• would be raised through higher 
taxes on tobacco, alcohol, meat 


and pci ml The news sparked 
panic -buying in supermarkets and 
state-run liquor stores throughout 
the country. 

The tax' rises would homt the 
litre price of petrol to about 75 
cents and cancel any benefit that 
Norway’s motorists might have 
gained from the fall in world oQ 
prices. 

Also announced were cuts tot- 
alling some 700 million crowns 
fSIOO million ) in food and ind- 
ustrial subsidies, and in military 
spending. 

The fall in earnings from Nor- 
way’s oil and gas sales, which acc- 
ount for nuurly 40 per cent of the 
country's export trade, threatens 
to push the foreign trade balance 
into deficit for the first time since 
1977. Mr. Presthus said. 


African recovery scheme 
likely to cost $115 billion 
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?. KM 54,000. 


ADDLS ABABA (R) — Africa's 
economic recovery programme, 
aimed at rescuing die continent 
from the brink of disaster, is likely 
to cost .around SI 1 5 billion, the 
executive secretary of. the Eco- 
nomic Commission for Africa said 
Friday. 

Professor Adebayo Adedeji 
told 'a conference of African and 
UN. economic officials that Afr- 
ican nations could contribute 330 
b8Bon of tfos amount, while the 
rest would have to come from for- 
eign governments and int- 
ernational agencies. 

He said that if the continent's 
debt servicing burden remained 
high and work! prices of minerals 


and foodstuffs, Africa’s main exp- 
orts, remained low, the efforts 
towards economic recovery would 
be fiitfle. 

But he said he was confident 
other countries would strive to- 
help Africa meet the financial gap 
in its programme; 

The campaign to reverse Afr- 
ica's economic decline was lau- 
nched last year, spurred by wid- 
espread drought. 

The two -day conference which 
Professor Adedeji opened is one 
of a series leading up to a special 
meeting of the United Nations 
General Assembly in late May 
that w31 focus on Africa's eco- 
nomic decline and ways of ending 
it. 


Clausen urges revising current 
protectionist trends 


I n r- 


LONDON (R) — World Bank 
President. A. W. Clausen said Fri- 
day (hat Third World countries 
faced an increasingly grim 'future 
unless current trends towards gre- 
ater trade protectionism were rev- 
ersed. ' 

Add ressing the Co mrnon wealth 
Secretariat in London, Mr. Cla- 
usen, who steps down this year as 
head of the international dev- 
elopment organisation, also called 
for increased iong-tenn economic 
aid for poor nations. 

He said growing protectionism 
by industrial bed states had alr- 
eady caused a steep decline in the 


growth of exports from dev- 
eloping nations. 

"Unless this trend can he halted 
and reversed, severe global mac- 
roeconomic problems of both 
debt-servicing and growth lie 
ahead." Mr. Clausen said. 

“Protectionism most be rolled 
back and access to markets must 
be assured," he added. 

Africa's relentless economic 
decline, Mr. Clausen said, was 
partially the result of the failure of 
rich nations to maintain and inc- 
rease aid levels. Unless the sit- 
uation improved, millions of peo- 
ple would be consigned to a futu re 
of indefinite poverty. 


Turkey devalues lira by 5% 

ANKARA (R j — Turkey has effetfivdy devehied the lira by around 
five percent ami extended foreign ex change controls to end a week of 
turmoil on foreign currency markets. 

The « m tra j bank. said Friday night that commercial banks must 
from now off buy and sell foreign currency to customers only at rates 
within one per cent of the levels it sets daily. 

It had freed them from such restrictions last July as part of a plan to 
achieve foil convertibility for tbe currency. Bank re m ain free to set 
rates in dealings with other banks. ' ^ 

The partial bank seths new buying for the LLS. dollar at 645.00. 
tii^.a devaluation of 4.97 per cent from 612.95 on Friday.The lira's 
value was reduced between 4.9 and 6.8 per cent against other cur- 
rencies. , , 

The central hnnk for more than two years has gradually devalued 

the ctirraxy, roqghiyfo lfoe wi& mftetionndwat around 40 per cent, 
-to maintain the competitiveness of Turkey's exports. 

Tie move followed a week of turmoil on foreign exchange mas- 
k£ts,durkig whkh the doHar become almost unobtainable in Istanbul 
Bankers said the lira had been tot by importers budding up foreign 
armsocy reserves to pay off future debts and by exporters delaying 
the return of their earnings to Turkey because 
to slump’ against the dollar. 


Horoscope and 

crosswords not received 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 


A \tWA:\ U.I'.f - The following table iummaru.r\ trading at.aviri.ey at the Amman Financial Market during the neck. 
Marring Saturday, March 8, \% and ending Wednesday, March 12. I oS6( Figures in Jordanian dinars,. 


Name of company 

flunking *t finurti in! institution'. 

Jordan I Jamie Hank 
Jordan Kuwait Bank 
Jordan Gulf Bank 
Housing Bonk 

Arab Jordan Investment Bank 

Industrial Development Hank 

Perm Bank 

Cairo Amman Bank 

Bank of Jordan 

Arab Bank 

Jordan National Hank 

Jordan Finance House 

Jordan Securities Corporation 

Islamic Investment House 

Jurdan Investment Jfc Finance Corporation 

Finance & Credit Corporation 

National Fmanviul Investments 

National Portfolio Securities 

Real Estate Investment (Aqarcoj 

Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan; 

ltv.it/am c‘ 

Jordan Insurance 

Jordan French Insurance 

RE Ft O Insurance 

Jerusalem Insurance 

Jordan Eagle Insurance 

Arnhem Seas Insurance 

Al Arab Insurance A; Reinsurance 

Universal Insurance 

Philadelplna Insurance 

Petra Insurance 

Jordan Gulf insurance 

Al Yiirmouk Insurance 


St'rv&es unil uuhiMiies 

Jordan Electric Power 
National Shipping l ines 
Jordan Dairy 

Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 
Intermediate Petrochemical Industries 
Jordan Paper & Cardboard Factories 
Jordan Phosphates Mines 
-Industrial, Commercial and Agricultural (lntuj) 
Jordan Wooden industries 
Arab Chemical Detergents 
AHadin Industries 

Jordan Tobacco and Cigarettes 
Arab Aluminium Manufacturing 
Arab International Hotels 
Jordan Worsted Mills 
Jordan Ceramics 
Jordan Pipes Manufacturing 
Chemical Industries 
•' .Iordan Industries and Matches 
Dar Al Dawa' for 
Development & Investment 
National Steel Industries 
Jordan Tanning 
Jordan Leasing Equipment 
Universal Chemical Industries 
General Mining 

Arab Paper Converting & Trading 
Petra for Projects 6l Leasing 
Rafia Plastic Bags 
Jordan Petroleum Refinery 
Jordan Lime & Brick 
Jordan Breweries 
Jordan for Printing & Packaging 
Woolen Industries 
Jordan Fertiliser 
Orient Diy Batteries 
•National Industries 
lib id District Electricity 
Garage Owners Federation Office 

Grand total 


Number of shores Volume of Trade Opening price Closing price Par value 


I5t>5 

3642 

2.340 

2.270 

1.000 

7125 

I655v 

2.350 

2.300 

1.000 

5210 

7968 

1.530 

1.530 

1.000 

253350 

380015 

1.490 

5.50O 

1. 000 

3.1*17 

6961 

2.120 

2.050 

1.000 

501550 

777403 

1.560 

1.550 

1.000 

28872 

??4ys 

2.650 

2.650 

1.000 

sot* 

154073 

27.750 

31.900 

5.000 

I3t»l 

28745 

20.000 

21.250 

5.000 

ft60 

90482 

140.000 

135.500 

10.000 

IS376 

47346 

2.530 

1590 

1.000 

o3U0 

52V2 

0.840 

0.840 

1.000 

534t* 

S4SO 

1.020 

1.020 

1.000 

85353 

74983 

0.870 

0.950 

1.000 

3b83l 

260 5* 

1.200 

1.220 

1.000 

84 OW 

3 1298 

0.880 

O.S^O 

1.000 

16300 

19775 

1.230 

1.220 

1.000 

6755 

4821 

U.720 

0.720 

1.000 

7000 

4551 

0.650 

0.650 

1.000 

631 

7"ti 

1.230 

1.230 

1.000 

345U 

38863 

1 1 .200 

i; 300 

1.000 

6785 

1696* 

2.600 

2.500 

1. 000 

1041 

561 

1.030 

1.050 

1.000 

2U^41 

29383 

1.440 

-.410 

1.000 

13U 

3250 

25.000 

25.000 

10.000 

1410 

3303 

2.250 

2.400 

1.000 

4364 

3627 

0.S3U 

0.S30 

l.uOG 

*y*5 

7y$ 

U.S2U 

0.820 

* 1.000 

1050 

1008 

U.960 

0.960 

1.000 

124(h) 

6517 

U.53U 

0.500 

1.000 

25U 

22u 

0.870 

u.sso 

1.01X1 

2014 

i oi ; 

0.850 

1 1.800 

1.000 


OIC ministers 
study setting up 
data network 

ISTANBUL (R) — A trade information network to 
promote commerce between Islamic countries is one 
of tbe schemes under examination at a weekend 
trade conference here. 


Language and geographical dif- 
ferences and communications dif- 
ficulties have limited trade among 
the 40 Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) states, a fea- 
sibility study on the project by the 
Islamic Centre for the Dev- 
elopment of Trade (1CDT) in 
Casablanca says. 

Lack of external outlets ham- 
pers development of local ind- 
ustries and prevents them being 
competitive, the report says. 

The study says opening up the 
markets at an inter-community 
level, based on reliable data, is 
essential tor the promotion of ind- 
ustries in the member suites. 

The report, expected to he app- 
roved by the OIC trade ministers' 
meeting ending Sunday, .says it 
would cost t*3 _3 million over three 
years to set up the network. 

It would comprise five different 
databases accessible by both gov- 
ernment trade officials and' the 
private sector, covering statistics. 


trade regulations and information, 
an index of foreign trade ope- 
rators and a bibliographical data 
bank. 

The trade information section 
would effectively be an automated 
service of announcements of imp- 
on needs and export offers, paid 
for like newspaper adv- 
ertisements. 

Information would be centrally 
stored at the ICDT in Casablanca, 
with each member state and dif- 
ferent regions having "antennae" 
to collate and process the inf- 
ormation. 

The study says setting up the 
network posed no problems but 
success would depend on the det- 
ermination of member states and 
individuals. 

The next step, it says, would be 
for the member states to set up 
individual studies to make their 
own officials aware of the plan and 
to choose the institutions that 
would operate it. 


U.S. wholesale prices 
register record low 
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WASHINGTON (R) — Tum- 
bling oil prices contributed to the 
biggest drop in U S. wholesale pri- 
ces ever recorded last month, the 
government said Friday. 

The Labour Department said 
the producer price index (PPI ) fell 
1.6 per cent in February, the lar- 
gest one-month decline since the 
department began tabulating the 
index in 1947. 

In a separate report, the U.S. 
central bulk said U.S. industrial 
production fell 0.6 per cent last 
month after a rise of only 0.1 per 
cent rise in January. 

Analysts said the lower who- 
lesale prices held out the prospect 
of even farther drops in interest 
rates. Lower rates have fuelled 
recent ralGes in the stock and bond 
markets. 

Analysts say lower rates should 
quicken US. economic growth by 
reducing foe cost of capital for 
businesses so they can expand and 
by lowermg borrowing costs for 
consumers, which should increase 
demand. 

Tbe February drop in the PPI 
followed a dedttne of 0.7 per cent 
in January. The index measures 
prices paid for goods by who- 
lesalers. 

In addition to record declines in 
energy prices, foe cost of many 
food items decreased last month, 
the' Labour Department said. 

"Certainly foe dedme in prices 
is favourable and will lead to a 
pick-up in economic activity," 
said economic forecaster, Mir. 
Donald Ratajtzak of Georgia 
State University. 

The declines in foe PPI in the 
first two months of the -year tra- 
nslate into a rale of wholesale def- 


lation of 12.6 per cent on an ann- 
ual basis. 

The report was good news for 
the Reagan administration. 

**We expect to see every seg- 
ment of American society enj- 
oying this fourth year of the Rea- 
gan economic recovery,” White 
House spokesman, Mr. Larry 
Speakes said. 

Credit for foe lower prices went 
to the drop in energy costs. Crude 
oil prices fell more than 20 per 
cent, a one- month drop that equ- 
alled the net decline of the pre- 
vious four years, tbe department 
said. 

While brin g in g benefits, the 
steep drop in oil prices has raised 
fears of foe impact on oil industry 
profits, foe economic h«Wi of 
regions which depend on the ind- 
ustry. banks with energy loans, 
and the ability of debtor 'natrons 
like Mexico and Venezuela to 
keep op their debt repayments. 

la one sign of the impact of 
lower energy prices, the report on 
industrial production showed out- 
put down sharply for the mining 
sector, which covers ofl exp- 
loration. 

Industrial drop is 
largest, widespread 

The central bank said the ind- 
ustrial production drop was the 
largest since October and was 
widespread throughout US. ind- 
ustries. Manufacturing output fell 
after three straight months of 
gains. 

In a separate report, the Com- 
merce Department said bus- 
inesses raised the level of their 
inventories tty 0.7 per cent in Jan- 
uary as sales fell 03 per cent. 



Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 



MUTT yOU ll CAN'T M 
TAKE THAT ifM LOCKED IN/ 

MINUTE^ ? 






i understand the bill from the tree surgeon, 
but what's this $425 for his 
anesthesiologist?" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to lorm 
(our ordinary words. 


Andy Capp 


YEAPE 


ARSYC 



HP 

Rif 

m 




BLIMEN 

tv 

u 




DROICH 




WHAT THAT 
ARISTOCRATIC 
BRITISH PIS WAS. 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I JumWes: ANNUL MACAW REFUGE TARGET 
| Answer. What's the best-looking figure in 
geometry?—“A-CUTE" ANGLE 
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Aquino asks U.S. to act 
swiftly on Marcos millions 


MANILA (R) — A senior aide to President Corazon 
Aquino has called on the United States to act swiftly 
and help the Philippines recover the vast foreign 
holdings of ousted President Ferdinand Marcos. 

gjessmen had pledged to help rec- 
over Marcos family assets. 

Mr. SaJonga has estimated these 
are worth up to i 10 billion. 

In Washington, U.S. con- 


Joker Arroyo was quoted by 
Manil a newspapers Saturday as 
telling reporters he hoped Was- 
hington would not “treat us the 
way it treated Ayatollah Kho- 
meini in connection with the wea- 
lth of the Shah (of Iran)." 

The Aquino government would 
not be satisfied" until it could rec- 
over the “hidden wealth” of Mar- 
cos. his family and associates, Mr. 
Arroyo said. 

Mr. Marcos, now in Hawaii, 
won a temporary reprieve Friday 
when a federal judge in Honolulu 
blocked access to hundreds of 
documents the former leader whi- 
sked out of the Philippines when 
he left on Feb. 26. 

Jovito Saionga. head of the 
Commission on Good Gov- 
ernment set up by Mrs. Aquino, 
said in Washington that U.S. con- 


gressman Stephen Solaiz, a bitter 
critic of Marcos, said he planned 
to subpoena documents about the 
former president’s financial ass- 
ets. 

Mr. SoJarz said Marcos' “det- 
ermination to prevent the (UJ5.) 
customs service from turning over 
these papers... would appear to 
confirm what we have suspected 
all along — that Mr. Marcos has a 
great deal to hide.” 

A former manager of Manila 
airport was quoted by the Daily 
Express newspaper Saturday, as 
saying he withdrew 55 million 
pesos CS2.5 million) in cash from 
an airport bank account but han- 


ded the money to a Marcos aide 
before last month's presidential 
election. 

Audit commissioner Teofisto 
Guingona said Friday Louie Tab- 
uena had withdrawn the money 
and it could still not be accounted 
for. 

The Daily Express quoted Tab- 
uena as saying he withdrew the 
money on instructions from “peo- 
ple upstairs” who promised to “fix 
it up” after the ejections. 

He said he had handed the casta 
to Fe Jimenez, a private secretary 
of Marcos, who fled the country 
with his boss. 

' Mrs. Aquino will have to mak e 
radical reforms to secure a cea- 
sefire between the military and 
Communist guerrillas, according a 
Co mmunis t official quoted Sat- 
urday by the New York Times. 

A man using the pseudonym 
Adreas Del Fiero told the new- 
spaper that reconciliation dep- 
ended upon whether Mrs. Aquino 
could reform the military and dis-’ 
mantle what he called die “fascist 


structure” of local politics and pri- 
vate armies created by ousted Pre- 
sident Ferdinand Marcos. 

“We are not optimistic Mrs. 
Aquino can succeed in this,” Del 
Fiero said. 

He told the newspaper he spoke 
for the Communist Party’s Central 
Committee, which met last week 
to discuss the new Aquino gov- 
ernment. 

Del Fiero, who gave his age as 
34, said the Communist New Peo- 
ple’s Army (NPA) would refuse to 
go along with any ceasefire agr- 
eement that required it to sur- 
render its arms. 

“With fascism still intact, the 
Filipino people need their own 
army to assert their interest,” 

Del Fiero emphasised that one 
of Mrs. Aquino’s most difficult 
problems will be reforming the 

militar y 

Del Fiero dismissed statements 
by US. and Philippine officials 
who have said they expected the 
Communist strength to diminish 
with Mrs. Aquino’s victory. 


France holds Assembly elections today 


PARIS (Rj — France's right- 
wing, widely expected to oust the 
ruling Socialists in parliamentary 
elections Sunday, have ended 
their campaign with a plea for a 
strong majority win. 

Final opinion polls predicted a 
narrow absolute majority for the 
Gaul list RPR Party and centre- 
right UDF. 

Campaigning ended at midnight 
on Friday, giving the French a day 
of silence and exhausted pol- 
iticians a day's rest. 

President Francois Mitterrand 
says he plans to stay in office wha- 
tever the outcome. It would be the 
first time a Socialist president has 
“co-habited" with a right-wing 
government — a result political 
observers say could lead to con- 
stitutional chaos. 

Mr. Mitterrand should have his 
hand strengthened if the right win 
only a small majority and he uses 
his choice of prime minister to 
exacerbate internal divisions on 
the right. 

In a final electoral address on 
French television Friday night. 
RPR leader Jacques Chirac issued 
a plea for"a real majority. capable 
of assuming the responsibility of 
supporting" a government which 
wants to change things." 


He called for election of gov- 
ernment which could re-establish 
a foreign policy and allow "a cer- 
tain number of inconsistencies to 
be avoided — as we have unf- 
ortunately seen in the recent 
past." 

Mr. Chirac's apparent reference 
to a continuing crisis over French 
hostages in Lebanon — an issue 
which has overshadowed the ele- 
ction campaign — was his first real 
criticism of the Socialists' handling 
of the affair. 

Opposition leaders have ste- 
ered clear of trying to make pol- 
itical capital out of the crisis, 
which flared last week when Mus- 
lim extremists in Beirut said they 
had executed one of four French 
hostages held in Lebanon for alm- 
ost a year. 

Four more hostages, from a 
French television network, were 
seized in Beirut last weekend. 
Despite hectic diplomatic efforts 
the Socialists seemed Friday no 
nearer to pulling off a last minute 
electoral coup by securing the hos- 
tages' release. 

Campaigning largely on the 
basis of their economic reoord. the 
government this week announced 
three signs of improvements in the 
economy. 


On Wednesday, a negative inf- 
lation rate for -the first time in 20 
years on Thursday, une- 
mployment down 0.4 per cent 
from January to February on Fri- 
day, a small surplus in foreign 
trade compared to a large deficit 
last year. 

But overall unemployment has 
increased from 1 .8 million to aro- 
und 2.4 million in five years of 
Socialist rule. 

Meanwhile the Lebanese ast- 
ro logist who predicted an exp- 
losion would destroy an American 
space shuttle said Saturday the 
Socialists under President Fra- 
ncois Mitterrand would win Sun- 
day’s French parliamentary ele- 
ctions. 

“My prediction of a Socialist 
win tomorrow has nothing to do 
with my own feelings towards the 
French government," 66-yea r-old 
George Tabet told Renters^. 

“I have been practising ray 
hobby of predicting events for 20 
years and they come as a divine 
vision." he said. 

Tabet, a former petrol company 
employee who lives in Christian 
east Beirut, said the SotialistParty 
would win 5 1 per cent of the votes 
with the help of other leftwing par- 
ties. 


Ecuadorean troops retake 
base, arrest rebel leader 


QUITO, Ecuador ( AP) — An air 
force general who seized a military 
base and called for the president’s 
replacement was under arrest Sat- 
uiday after 2,000 troops retook 
the base in an assault that left four 
people dead and nine wounded. 

The Friday assault on the Quito 
Air Base and the capture of Gen. 
Frank Vargas brought an end to 
his week-long confrontation with 
President Leon Febres Cordero, 
who had fired Gen. Vargas on 
March 7 for insubordination. 

Press reports said the 51- 
year-old Vargas, who had also 
been joint armed forces chief until 
his dismissal, was found hiding ins- 
ide the base commissary by loy- 
alist troops who had stormed the 
facility. 

The reports said Vargas wou- 
nded three soldiers when he fired 
a submachine gun while resisting 
arrest, but that Gen. Vargas qui- 
ckly surrendered when ran out of 
bullets. 

Officials had said earlier Friday 
that Gen. Vargas did not resist 
arrest. 

Government spokesman Pat- 
ricio Quevedo sakl four people 
were killed and nine wounded dur- 
ing the 90-minute assault to end 
“foe new attempt at a coup.” 

Among the dead were two sol- 
diers loyal to the government and 
two civilians slain in unclear cir- 


cumstances. Quevedo said. Two 
soldiers loyal to Gen. Vargas and 
seven government soldiers were 
also reported wounded. 

Quevedo said some 2,000 tro- 
ops backed by more than 20 tanks 
and armoured personnel carriers 
took part in foe assault on foe 
base. Gen. Vargas was found 
about six hours later, he said. 

Government sources said Gen. 
Vargas, under arrest, was to be 
flown to an army outpost in the 
jungle near the Colombian border 
in eastern Ecuador.- 

Radio Quito ; also said gov- 
ernment troops had taken about 
400 prisoners, but there was no 
official confirmation. 

Gen. Vargas took the base over 
Thursday night, claiming the gov- 
ernment broke an agreement that 
led to his surrender Tuesday after 
he bad barricaded himself inside 
another military base for five days. 

When Gen. Vargas had sur- 
rendered at the Manta Air 1 Base, 
south west of Quito, he agreed to 
stand military trial and remained 
there until troops supporting him 
released him Thursday night. 

That night he took over foe 
Mariscal Sucre Air Base in Quito, 
asked soldiers to support him and 
called for the president to be rep- 
laced by Vice President Blasoo 

Pennaherrera . 
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Q.l — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold; 

♦ Q10765Z OAK742 495 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North West Sooth Emit 

1 + 1 *7 1 • 4 

Pass Pass ? 

What action do you take7 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold; 

+ AKJ1052 ^ 763 06 +AK4- 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

l + Pub 3 ♦ Pww 

4 ♦ Pus ■* ♦ P«» 

7 

What action do you take? 

Q.3— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

tg$ 7Q4 O A 10652 +9764 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South Wort 

1 ? Pass 1 NT Pass 

3 V Pa M ? 


What action do you lake? 

Q.4— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

+ KJ9852 'v K73 +KQ85 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth Wert North East 

1 + Pans 2 ♦ Pass 

7 

What action do you take? 

Q.5— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

+K42 <70107652 063 *87 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth Wert 

1 ♦ 2 * Paas 3 * 

Dble Pa ae 7 

What action do you take? 

<L6- East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

+Q CAQ OQJ9543 4AK74 

Your right-hand opponent opens the 
bidding with one diamond. What ac- 
tion do you take? 


U.S. deplores 
Chile’s human 
rights record 

GENEVA (Agencies) — A 
UJS.-badked resolution deploring 
killing, torture and kidnapping in 
Chile was adopted unanimo usly 
by the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission and the chief 
U5. delegate said Washington 
had a "deep interest in peaceful 
change in Chile to democratic r- 
ule.” 

US. support for the resolution 
reversed a policy of opposing or 
abstaining from voting on com- 
mission resolutions conde mning 
Chile so as to limit public criticism 
of the military government of 
Gen. Augusto Pinochet. 

U.S. chief delegate Richard 
Schifter told the commission: 

“This goal of peaceful change 
(in Chile) is not a mirage. There 
are members of this co mmissio n 
who can justify from their own 
experiences that such change has 
taken place in their own hom- 
elands." 

The Philippines, Argentina. 
Brazil and Spain are members of 
the commission. 

Mr. Schifter told a news con- 
ference earlier this week that 
Washington had switched its sta- 
nce on Chile's human rights rec- 
ord because private appeals bad 
failed to influence foe Pinochet 
govern ment. 

Mr. Schifter told the 43- 
raember commission Friday the 
resolution contained a pro- 
gramme for defending human 
rights that was preferable to 
“denunciations that get us now- 
here." 

By approving it the UN. body 
showed it was committed to pea- 
ceful change to democratic rule in 
Chile, be said. 

The resolution was a com- 
promise drafted by Commission 
Chairman Hector Charry Samper 
of Colombia after several days of 
consultations onaU-S. draft mot- 
ion and another text tabled by 
Mexico rebuking Chile in harsher 
terms. 

The commission approved the 
resolution on foe last day of its 
annual six-week spring session. 

The U.N .-mandated report by 
.Costa Rican university Professor 
Fernando Volio Isis allegations of 
killings, torture, beatings and 
abduction of suspected gov- 
ernment opponents and other civ- 
ilians in Chile, where foe military 
deposed the Marxist coalition 
government of President Salvador 
Allende in 1973. 


5 killed 
in battle at 
S. African 
mine 

JOHANNESBURG. South Afr- 
ica (AP) — Five black miners 
were killed and about 100 injured 
in fighting ata gold mine locked in 
a week-long strike over pay bon- 
uses, officials said Saturday. 

Police shot dead three miners 
Friday night and two other miners 
were repored slain by strikers at 
Blyvooniitzkht Gold Mine, near 
Caritonville,75 kilometres west of 
Johannesburg. 

Meanwhile, thousands of black 
mourners gathered in black tow- 
nships near Cape Town and Port 
Elizabeth for funerals for eight 
alleged black guerrillas killed in 
police shoo touts. 

In Port Elizabeth's New Bri- 
ghton township, witnesses said 
police fired at least 20 tear gas 
canisters into a cinema, scattering 
thousands of people assembled for 
the traditional -African all-night 
vigil for an allied African Nat- 
ional Congress (ANC) guerrilla. 

Police banned foe New Bri- 
ghton service from taking place as 
planned in an outdoor stadium, 
and organisers moved fhe service 
to an Anglican Church. 

The government imposed swe- 
eping restrictions on the service 
tor seven guerrillas in Guguletu 
township near Cape Town, bar- 
ring political speeches and flags 
and placards. Only clergymen 
were given permission to speak, 
and television and photographic 
coverage was restricted. 

Such funerals often become 
massive anti-apartheid rallies, and 
sometimes lead to violence bet- 
ween mourners and police jpatrols. 

At Blyvooruitricht, police hea- 
dquarters in Pretoria said, ars- 
onists caused extensive damage to 
mine buildings and property, and 
police and mine security fired tear 
gas, rubber bullets, shotguns and 
bullets, fatally wounding three 
miners. 

The police report said seven 
more were wounded. But Greg 
Kukard. spokesman for the mine 
owner, Rand Mines Ltd., said 
about 1 00 blacks were wounded in 
the fighting, some of them hurt by 
other blacks. 

Kukard also said two miners 
were killed by the rampaging mob 
as police tried to restore Older. 

The strike by the mine's 9,500 
black miners, the latest in a series 
of strikes at gold mines, broke out 
last Sunday over a demand that a 
limited, experimental bonus pay 
system be extended to all workers. 


Gorbachev 
calls for 
responsive 
propaganda 

MOSCOW (R) — Kremlin leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev has told edi- 
tors of the Soviet Union's official 
media that they must be active 
propagandists for the ruling 
Communist Party whDe keeping in 
touch with ordinary people's con- 
cerns. 

Mr. Gorbachev said foe media 
mus t ma in tain “frank and str- 
aightforward”' discussions on ways 
of carrying out decisions approved 
at the party's 27th Congress last 
month, TASS News Agency rep- 
orted. 

In particular, foe media must 
publicise the party's drive to bring 
discipline and efficiency to public 
and economic life in foe face of 
“class enemies, who go out of their 
way to sow mistrust in the realism 
of our plans," he said. 

But be added that concern 
about people should be as imp- 
ortant in foe media as concern 
about boosting production. 

“In newspapers and TV and 
radio programmes, life itself must 
be pulsing so that workers can 
hear in their own language what 
new developments are ta kin g 
place in their everyday life,'” he 
said. 

Family life and the chastisement 
of excessive bureaucracy should 
be major media themes, he added. 

The months between Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s rise to power in March 
last year and foe congress saw 
unprecedented criticism in the 
media of social and econo mic sho- 
rtcomings, many associated with 
foe late President Leonid Bre- 
zhnev whose rule was denounced 
at the five -yearly gathering. 

But Western diplomats said that 
disagreements emerged at foe 
congress about how far public cri- 
ticism should go. 

Kremlin number two Yegor 
Ligachev, in charge of ideology, 
stood out in particular as opposing 
too frank a discussion of party pri- 
vileges and corruption. 

“Mr. Ligachev attended Fri- 
day's meeting along with senior 
editors of TASS, the newspapers 
Pravda and Izvestia and state 
radio and television. 


U.S.-Soviet ties hinge on 
regional solutions -Reagan 


WASHINGTON (R) —President 
Reagan has said the resolution of 
regional conflicts was fun- 
damental to U.S .-Soviet relations 
and expressed some optimism that 
Moscow migh t reassess what he 
called its “murderous policies.’' 

But he said in a message to con- 
gress: “ Unless we buBd barriere to 
Soviet ambitions and create inc- 
entives for Soviet restraint, Soviet 
policies wiD remain a source of 
danger and foe most important 
obstacle to foe future spread of 
freedom.” _ 

The message, which a senior 
government official said con- 
tained nothing “all that new," 
appeared to be an updated version 
of Mr. Reagan’s 1985 speech to 
foe UN. General Assembly. 

In that address, be called for 
US. -Soviet cooperation in res- 
olving regional struggles and said 
such conflicts had a prominent 
place in relations between Was- 
hington and Moscow. 

£ Friday’s written message Mr. 
Reagan said foe American people 
“believe in Human rights and opp- 
ose tyranny in whatever form, 
whether of the left or the tight." 

The senior official said this did 
not represent any policy change. 

Former U.S. Ambassador to the 
United Nations Jeane Kirkpatrick 
appeared to put a slightly different 
emphasis on U-S. human rights 
policy during her tenure. She had 
said the policy held that "tra- 
ditional authoritarian" regimes 
were less repressive, more sus- 
ceptible to change and better for 
American interests than Manrist- 
style rulers. 

The senior administration off- 
icial, who briefed reporters on 
condition that he not be identified, 
acknowledged that the release of 
the message was “a. bit coi- 
ncidental ' with Mr. Reagan’s uph- 
ill battle for congressional app- 
roval of S 100 million in aid to reb- 
els fighting the Nicaraguan gov- 
ernment. 

"They dearly are related " the 
official said. “I don’t think there's 
anything all that new. If s more a 
matter of integration of what 
we’ve been doing.” 

In his message, Mr. Reagan cri- 
ticised what he called Soviet exp- 
ansionism around the world, cal- 
ling it ' a disturbing pattern." 


US. special envoy Philip Habib 
Friday was quoted as saying Pre- 
sident Reagan was committed to 
toppling Nicaragua’s Sandinista 
government. 

Mr. Habft> made the remarks to 

Salvadorean leaders at a meeting 
in San Salvador on Wednesday, 
sources dose to the meeting said 
Friday. “He said the Sandinistas 
had to go," said one government 
insider who asked not to be ide- 
ntified. 

Reagan adminis tration officials 
have repeatedly that it does 
not seek to topple the Sandinistas 
but only wants peace in Central 
America. 

Mr. Reagan himself has said 
Mr. Habib’s mission is to find a 
dip lomatic solution to regional 
conflicts. The Reagan adm- 
inistration supports rebels battling 
the Managua government. 

Mr. Habib visited El Salvador 
to discuss a recent peace in dative 
by Salvadorean President Jose 
Napoleon Duarte linking peace 
raUrs in El Salvador to talks bet- 
ween the Nicaraguan rebels and 
the Sandinistas. 

Government insiders here said 
Mr. Duarte’s plan was actually 
authored by Washington to drum 
up support for Mr. Reagan’s pro- 
posal for S100 million in military 
aid for the Nicaraguan rebels, who 
are known as Contras. 

An informed source said Mr. 
Habib told Mr. Duarte that the 
Salvadorean leader might be nee- 
ded m Washington to lobby for the 
aid package ahead of a vote on the 
proposal by the House of Rep- 
resentatives next week. 

The source said Mr. Duarte 
hoped to avoid such a visit. 

The sources dose to the Wed- 
nesday meeting also said Was- 
hington had pressed Mr. Duarte to 
introduce die peace initiative 
under his own name to bolster 
US. congressional support for aid 
to the Contras. 

“This was not Mr. Duarte’s own 
initiative," said one source dose 
to the talks. 

Military sources said Was- 
hington did not appear to take the 
initiative seriously but sought to 
use it to boost Mr. Reagan's lob- 
bying efforts in Congress. 


Sabah Muslim leader greeted with cheers 


KOTA KINABALU. Malaysia 
(R) — Hundreds of cheering sup- 
porters greeted Sabah’s main 
Muslim opposition leader when he 
returned to the Christian-ruled 
east Malaysian state and its pol- 
itical turmoil Saturday. 

Tun Mustapha Harun flew in 
from Kuala Lumpur only hours 
after police announced the arrest 
of 633 illegal immigrants, said by 
political sources to be mainly from 


tiie lOO.OOO^strong Filipino Mus- 
lim community. 

United Sabah National Org- 
anisation (USNO) supporters 
cried “AHahu Akbar" (God is 
Great) as Mustapha declared: 
“We have no other choice against 
those who have no respect for foe 
process of law. Either we live or 
efie. Come to foe mosque.” 

Residents reported large num- 
bers of police carrying M-16 aut- 


omatic rifles, teargas, batons and 
shields at the state mosque as 
tendreds of people streamed tow- 
ards it. Police also checked cars at 
barbed-wire roadblocks. 

Two women were killed in an 
arson attack and four people were 
hurt in nine bomb blasts during 
foe last three days as Mustapha's 
supporters stepped up efforts to 
oust the mainly Christian and 
non -Malay ruling party. 


Pakistan again rejects direct talks with Kabul 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Pakistan has told a United Nations 
mediator it still rejects direct 
peace talks with Afghanistan to 
end foe seven-year war there, the 
government-owned’ Pakistan 
Tiroes reported Saturday. 

Quoting seniorgovemment off- 
icials, the daily said Pakistan told 
mediator Diego Cordovez that 
Kabul must set a timetable for a 
Soviet troops pullout before direct 
talks could take place. 

Kabul says it has worked out a 
plan with Moscow to withdraw the 
troops, estimated in foe west at 
115,000,butwill not reveal it until 
Islamabad agrees to direct talks. 

Mr. Cordovez, who has been 
leading indirect peace talks bet- 
ween Pakistan and Afghanistan 
since 1982, was due to leave for 
Kabul to continue his latest shuttle 
in search of a negotiated set- 
tlement. 

Officials declined to confirm or 
deny foe report but said foe Pak- 
istan Times reflected foe views of 
the government, which refuses 


direc talks because it does not rec- 
ognise Kabul's Soviet-backed 
government. 

The newspaper said Pakistan 
felt foe troop pullout should be 
negotiated indirectly like the three 
other main issues in the proposed 
four-point peace package. 

The two sides have already agr- 
eed on ways to end outside sup- 
port for Muslim rebels fighting 
Kabul, guarantee foe settlement 
and repatriate about 4.5 million 
refugees from Pakistan and Iran. 

“Pakistan cannot think of direct 
talk unless foe settlement package 
is negotiated and signed,” the 
report quoted one senior official 
as saying. 

Mr. Cordovez Friday met For- 
eign Ministry officials here and 
also conferred with the charge 
d* affaires of Iran, which does not 
take part in the talks because the 
rebels are not represented. 

Western diplomats following 
the talks here said they felt Mos- 
cow’s position had become more 
flexible in style in recent months 
but remained unchanged and unc- 


ompromising in substance. 

"They say they want to bring 
their boys home, but it will have to 
be on their own terms," one senior 
envoy commented. “I don’t foink 
there will be a settlement soon no 
matter what they say.” 

Attorney General Edwin 
Meese wilj travel to a refugee 
camp near the Afghanistan border 
and deliver a message from Pre- 
sident. Ronald Reagan to Afghan 
rebels, his spokesman said Friday. 

Mr. Meese’s visit will come at 
the end of his trip to five countries, 
the spokesman said. 

Mr. Meese’s scheduled visit on 
March 26, to a camp near Afg- 
hanistan’s Kunar Valley, will be 
made in foe context that the rebels 
are the “keepers of the flame" of 
freedom in their 7-year-old gue- 
rrilla war against Soviet military 
forces, said foe attorney general's 
spokesman, Terry Eastiand. 

The strategic Kunar Valley is 
foe region where some 10,000 
Soviet troops last June lannrited 
foe biggest offensive in foe gue- 
rrilla war. 


City Hall turns into sealed fortress for Palme funeral 


STOCKHOLM (Agencies) — 
Security has been tightened in and 
around Stockholm's City Hall on 
the eve of slain Prime Minister 
Olof Palme's funeral. 

World leaders and other fore ign 
dignitaries from nearly 100 cou- 
ntries, including US. Secretary of 
State George Shultz and Soviet 
Premier Nikolai Ryzhkov, are 
expected to attend foe ceremony. 

Swedish security officials found 
themselves guarding an assembly 
that included such diverse guests 
as South African Bishop Des- 
mond Tutu, Lebanese Druse mil- 
itia leader Walid Junblatt atiH 
Greek Culture Minister Melina 
Mercouri. 

About 1,500 policemen were 
mobilised in foe largest security 
operation Sweden has seen, to 
guard primarily City Hall and the 
route to foe downtown church 
where Mr. Palme will be buried. 

City HaU was searched and ins- 
pected thoroughly by Swedish pol- 
ice as well as security agents from 
the American Secret Service, its 
Soviet counterpart, foe Israeli 
Mossad intelligence service and 
other official foreign bodyguards. 

The red-brick bufldmg^s blue 


hall will seat about 1,500 invited 
guests, nearly 600 of them foreign 
dignitaries. 

Officials said Mr. Palme's white 
ooffin will be placed before a large 
stone staircase under a giant Uni- 
ted Nations flag. It will have an 
honour guard of four, bearing the 
Swedish flag and red labour mov- 
ement banners. 

The officials said all roads lea- 
ding to City Hall would be dosed 
to regular traffic before and dur- 
ing the funeral, with police on foe 
lookout for anything suspicious. 

The 90-minute ceremony will 
open with solemn orchestra music 
and hymns by a choir of 248 chi- 
ldren from all counties of Sweden. 

Following eulogies, foe officials 
said, the funeral cortege will pre- 
cede from City hall to Adolf Fre- 
drik Church, for a private burial. 

Foreign leaders will remain in 
City Hall, to hold informal talks or 
watch foe motorcade on large TV 
screens, the officials said. 

Normal life in the Swedish cap- 
ital was virtually at a s tandstill . 

Private jets were still landing at 
Stockholm's Arlan da Airport 
early Saturday bridging late arr- 


ivals. 

Mr. Shultz, West German Cha- 
ncellor Helmut Kohl and French 
President Francois Mitterrand 
were scheduled to fly in just a few 
hours before the 1300 GMT 
memorial service. 

Stockholm was thrown into 
chaos Friday as speeding lim- 
ousines carrying beads of state 
shuttled with police escorts bet- 
ween foe airport and city hotels. 

Helicopters equipped with 
monitor cameras patrolled over 
the city, centre and hotel guests 
were frisked by armed police. 

The tight security around hot- 
els, ordered because police have 
notyet traced who shot Mr. Palme 
down two weeks ago, enabled 
some of foe dignitaries to enjoy a 
relaxed atmosphere. 

Mr. Jnnblatt, whose home dty 
of Beirut is one of the most dan- ■ 
gerous capitals in the world, sat 
alone in ak?telbarreadmganew- 
spaper and later was seen chatting 
to other foreign viators. 

Newly-elected Portuguese Pre- 
sident Mario Soares was at the 
entrance to his hotel greeting Afr- 
ican aid Latin American dig- 
nitaries as security guards 'stood 


nearby warfly eyeing strangers. 

In the Sheraton Hotel, where 
Mr. Shultz will stay, teams of bod- 
yguards combed the rooms, ins- 
talling emergency call buttons for 
use in case of threat or attack. 

Traffic in the city centre ground 
to a halt by Friday lunchtime as 
police cordoned off streets. The 
problems were compounded by a 
peace parade by 1U.000 students 
who marched past the comer 
where Mr. Palme was killed. 

The spot where the 59-year-old 
prime m i nis ter fell on Sveavagen, 
one of Stockholm's busiest streets^ 
attracts thousands of visitors each 
day. 

A mound of thousands of red 
roses —.the symbol of Mr. Palme’s 
Social Democratic Party — placed 
on foe pavement by mourners 
dominates the scene, their scent 
strong despite foe freezing tem- 
peratures. 

fecurity was tightened further 
as foal preparations for foe fm- 
«al were made. Vehicles left on 
the route to be taken by Mr 
Palme’s cortege were to^ed awuv 
by police and buikiipgs were seal 
rcbed. 



Actor James Cagney 
hospitalised 

NEW YORK (R) — Actor James 

Cagney, 86, has been admitted o a 

New York hospital suffering from 
a circulatory disorder in his legs, a 
imspital spokeswoman has said. 
The spokeswoman at Lenox HU 
Hospital said his condition was 
satisfactory and he was in good 
q > ii i t s and should be released in a 
few days. “Basically he is in for an 
evaluation of foe circulatory dis- 
order in his legs,” she said. Cag- 
ney, who starred in 61 fi r ms bec- 
oming one of Hollywood - s biggest 
stars, lives in semi-retirement in 
upstate New York. 

Soviet press reports 
shortage of medicines 

MOSCOW (R) — Many parts of 
foe Soviet Union are suffering 
from a shortage of medicines, acc- 
ording to a medical newspaper 
which blamed poor organisation 
in foe state health service. The 
twice-weekly Meditsinskaya Gaz- 
eta (Medical Gazette) said insulin, 
antibfotics and medicines for dig- 
estive, eardk>- vascular and chi- 
ldren’s disorders were often scarce 
in many areas while a few regions 
had more than they needed:. It sin- 
gled oat bad planning by health 
authorities and foe failure of pha- 
rmaceutical factories in Moscow, 
Odessa and foe Siberian towns of 
Novosibirsk and Tomsk to fulfil 
production targets. 

Models file suit after 
fake tr aining course 

BUDAPEST (R) — Several Hun*, 
garian women have filed suit aga- 
inst a cooperative which took their 
money in exchange for a fake Ra- 
ining course in nude modelling, 
foe official Hungarian News Age- 
ncy MIT has said. “Now foe ladies 
are demanding foe school fee 
back, together with the negatives 
of foe nude photos allegedly-taken 
of them," foe agency said in a brief 
report The women paid a mon- 
thly fee of L500 forints (about 
!>35).for the five-month course 
winch promised a' certificate and 
permanent models jobs. “But it 
tamed out before the course 
ended that foe cooperative has no 
tight to provide qualification cer- 
tificates " the agency said. 

Shanghai children are 
taller, heavier now 

PEKING (R) — Children in Sha- 
nghai are now taller and heavier, 
partly due to China’s policy of lim- 
iting families to one child each, foe 
New China News Agency said 
Saturday. The agency said a sur- 
vey of six-year-old boys in the 
country’s biggest city found they 
were 132 kilogrammes heavier 
and 1.71 centimetres taller than 
their counterparts 10 years ago. 
The boys now weighed an average 
20.7 kilograms and were 117.5 
centimetres tall. Similar dif- 
ferences existed between seven- 
month-old babies now and 10 
years ago. 

Peter Sellers’ 
daughter surrenders 

NEWARK, New Jersey (R) 
Victoria Sellers, actress daughter 
of foe late British co median Pe ter 
Sellers, surrendered to authorities 
to face charges of being a member 
of an international cocaine ring, 
officials said. Sellers, 20, whose 
mother is the Swedish actress Britl 
EUand. was charged with her boy- 
friend, Hollywood talent scout 
Reed Wallace, and four others of 
being a member of a ring that sold' 
$1 mUIioa worth of cocaine a week 
in Los Angeles. She was reported 
tobe talking to drug enforcement 
mficials about cocaine use among 
ter peers in Hollywood’s .“brat 
pack’ of young actors, police and 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) sources said. They said she 
was talking in hopes of facing red- 
uced charges. She will appear in 
court sometime aver theweekend 
to face formal charges. Sellers, 
who is featured nude this month in 
Playboy magazine, is the last of 
the six people charged to sur- 
render. 

Rajueesh Is stOl 
in Ireland 

LIMERICK, Ireland (AP) ^-Ind- 
ian Guru Bhagwan ShreeRaj- 
aeesh, expelled from Greece and 
barred from Britain, Has a three- 
jnpnfo artry.pennfe-fbr Ireland, 
the Justice Department qairi Fri- 
Rajneesh and eight dkciples 
took wer a whole floor of July’s 
Hotel in limerick cm March?, 
aw»rdmg to hotel sSffi Asked 
^Jglfer.h&wasafilat theteteL 
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